
 GROUP VOLUNTEER INITIATIVE

*Some photos were taken prior to March of 2020



The Darling Home for Kids has a robust Group Volunteer Initiative set apart by our perspective and
approach to corporate group and service club volunteering.

To establish, strengthen and maintain partnerships between The Darling
Home for Kids and Corporations, Community Groups, and Service Clubs
To provide an understanding of the mission, vision, and values of The Darling
Home for Kids with the goal of becoming more prevalent in the community
and attracting volunteers and donors by word of mouth and experience
sharing
To encourage community engagement and volunteerism both by providing
opportunities to Corporations, Community Groups, and Service Clubs, as well
as sharing additional individual and small group volunteer opportunities
To accomplish indoor and outdoor maintenance, event preparation,
administrative tasks, and other tasks as needed for The Darling Home for
Kids, providing a valuable and measurable impact to our Home, children,
families, and staff
To support Corporations, Community Groups, and Service Clubs in giving
back to their community, engaging groups in team-building opportunities, and
encouraging volunteerism and wellness in individual group members

 
OUR GOALS:

GOALS
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In our Respite Program, children can stay overnight at the Home, giving their parents a much-needed
break. Children are cared for by a diverse group of dedicated staff, including specialized nurses who
provide the medical support and tender loving care these children require. During peak service times, we
offer a day program, week-long stays, as well as crisis stays to meet the needs of our families. 

Our Residential Program offers extended care to children who live at our Home full-time who require
more support than is available to them in their home environment. In partnership with other agencies,
children receive comprehensive care in a place that feels like home, they go to school, take part in
various in-house therapies, and attend doctor's appointments off-site.

While some children beat the odds to survive, others have to leave the world far too soon. In those
circumstances, we do everything we can to fill their final days in our Hospice Palliative Program with
happiness, peace, comfort, and quality time with those who love them dearly. At The Darling Home for
Kids, there is a continuum of care from diagnosis, to respite care, through to the dying process at the
end of life. 

The Darling Home for Kids offers several Therapeutic Programs including music therapy, recreation
therapy, pet therapy, hydrotherapy, and multi-sensory Snoezelen therapy, all designed to promote well-
being and offer unique experiences to children in our care. 

Our Family Support Program offers specialized services to support the mental health and well-being of
the entire family unit throughout their caregiving journey. Comprehensive services are offered to all of
our families with our in-house Registered Social Worker, including an intake process, individual and
group counseling and service navigation assistance. Our families face unique challenges - we strive to
help them build connections with others in similar situations through our Parents Connect and Siblings
Connect groups. We are also there for our families in times of transition and crises, offering emotional
support, grief and bereavement support, and healthcare navigation as needed.
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A HOME AWAY FROM HOME FOR CHILDREN WITH 
COMPLEX MEDICAL NEEDS

There is no place like this Home. The Darling Home for Kids is a place of joy, filled with the smiles and
laughter of children engaging in unique and enriching experiences. Located in Milton, we are a state-of-
the-art facility providing Respite, Hospice Palliative, and Residential care for children who are medically

complex, many of whom depend on technology for daily living.
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Increase staff productivity 
Build, expand and reveal skills of individual employees
Provide opportunities for team building
Make a positive impact on the community
Uphold social responsibility
Enhance public image
Strengthen employee's ties to your organization

ORGANIZATION BENEFITS:

 

A greater feeling of balance in one’s own life
A better understanding and respect for individual needs
An increase in self-esteem and self-worth by giving back
Desire and commitment to engage in future volunteering 
Networking opportunities
Improved mental and physical health

INDIVIDUAL BENEFITS:

 

Your organization provides a sense of community,
collaboration, and connection with The Darling Home for
Kids; our staff, children, and families.
You help us to maintain a safe and comfortable home
environment for our children and families. 
The hours of work your organization provides will help to
decrease the financial burden on our charity, ensuring
more funds go directly to our programs and services.

CHARITY BENEFITS:

Publicize opportunities throughout your
organization and encourage involvement in
volunteer activities
Support employee participation in volunteer
initiatives inside and outside your company
Appreciate and recognize employees who
volunteer and give back to their communities 

How To Promote Volunteerism:

 



TOGETHER ANYTHING IS POSSIBLE
ENGAGING YOUR GROUP
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Each group volunteer experience is special because we understand that each team differs in terms of
skill level, availability and capacity. Our Home is unique in the opportunities we have available and our
ability to accommodate your group. We would love to connect with you about your group’s goals,
availability, and size to find an opportunity that suits you. 

Note: Some volunteer activities are reserved for Charitable Partners of The Darling Home for Kids or require a
charitable donation to participate. This is indicated on our activity overview sheet. 

Spring and Fall clean-up, maintenance, and gardening 
Strategic Support – skill-based volunteering and pro bono
work 
Event set-up and tear down 
Holiday decorating and gift wrapping 
Volunteering at fundraising events 
Building care kits
Entering a team in Wheels or the Rally for DHK 

ACTIVITIES:
Volunteer opportunities vary based on the time of year and our
needs at the Home, but may include:

 



YOUR DAY AT DHK
WHAT TO EXPECT
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For more information visit https://www.darlinghomeforkids.ca/groupvolunteering/ 
To inquire about opportunities or book a date contact volunteer@darlinghomeforkids.ca 

If you are volunteering on-site, parking is limited. We reserve 8 parking spots                   
 for volunteer groups; please carpool as much as possible
Please arrive on time, and no earlier than 10 minutes before your start time 

Dress according to the weather, many of our volunteer tasks are outdoors and will take
place rain or shine
All volunteers should wear closed-toe and closed-heel shoes to participate in volunteer
activities 
Please be aware that most opportunities do involve being on your feet for the majority of
your time with us 
Depending on the season the bugs can be quite prominent, please bring along bug spray
and dress accordingly 

WE ARE A REMOTE LOCATION

BE PREPARED

 

For those volunteers who have not been up to the Home previously, a tour may be offered 
Smile and laugh lots, our kids love seeing our volunteers happy and engaged!

ENJOY YOUR DAY!

No photography or videos of our children are to be taken
Children or youth under the age of 16 are not permitted to volunteer as part of a group
unless previously approved 
We are a nut-free facility 
Please note our Home is private property, both inside and out. Respect our space and stay
with your group in your assigned areas at all times 
Additional policies and procedures may be in place, and a Volunteer Release Form and
Group Policy Engagement Protocol must be signed off on before your volunteer day

What to Expect:
Our children's well-being is of utmost importance. We are a Home first, to ensure the safety
and confidentiality of our kids we ask that you adhere to the following policies during your
time with us: 

https://www.darlinghomeforkids.ca/groupvolunteering/
mailto:volunteer@darlinghomeforkids.ca

