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A world where no child is too complex to receive the love, care, and 
support they deserve. At The Darling Home for Kids, we are focused on 
fulfilling this vision. COVID-19 has changed the way we are able to deliver 
care, shifting many programs to virtual formats, limiting visitors and staff 
accessing the Home, and greeting our residents through masks and face 
shields has become common practice as we continue to take every 
precaution we can to ensure the safety and health of our children.

Our ability to pivot, regroup, and transform, has been tested. Not only in 
our delivery of care, but also in the way we raise funds to keep our doors 
open. Events have been cancelled, or replaced with virtual options, and 
tours of the Home have come to a halt. Through all the challenges, our 
team has been resilient. Our Care Team continues to provide high quality 
care, and exceptional experiences for our children. Our Volunteers have 
kept closely in touch with our kids and families, reading stories, and 
providing virtual companionship. Our Operations Team has continued 
to raise funds for The Embrace Campaign, working towards a brighter 
future for our kids and their families. Every day we are one step closer 
to reaching our campaign goal, and building the capacity to help more 
families both inside and outside our walls. 

Music Therapy is the skillful use of music administered by a trained music 
therapist to address the physical, social, emotional, spiritual, cognitive and 
communicative needs of an individual.

Music is fluid and can easily be adapted to meet the needs of each 
individual. Just like the personalities of our children, some enjoy a loud, 
fast tempo, some prefer the quiet, slower pace. At The Darling Home for 
Kids, our therapists carefully tailor the music used in the session to best 
suit each child, and to best address the therapy goals.

Since beginning music therapy sessions at the Home we have seen 
countless positive responses from our children, on so many levels.

For our children, music therapy:
•    Provides an opportunity for emotional expression
•    Improves communication skills
•    Increases gross and fine motor (physical) skills
•    Provides opportunities for sensory stimulation

Our success would not be possible without the unwavering commitment 
of our patrons and donors, and the dedication of our team. Every year the 
number of children with medical complexities in Ontario is increasing, I’m 
confident that with the support of our community we will meet that demand 
for care, welcoming new children and families into our DHK family. 

At The Darling Home for Kids, we are fortunate 
to have a loyal community of compassionate 
supporters and partners. We know you 
may worry in uncertain times like this.  
Please know, we are taking good care 
of each other, staying connected 
with our community and families, 
and we remain committed to helping 
children when they need us the most. 
I look forward to the day when we can 
all gather again.

Kristin Horrell, CEO

 
 

 

Mail completed forms to:
The Darling Home for Kids
5657 15th Side Road,
Milton, Ontario L9E 0C8

Donation Amount
  $250          $100          $50          Other $_________

Donation Type
  One-Time          Monthly

Payment Details
 I am enclosing a cheque, payable to                 Please charge my 

Card Number:      Expiry:

Cardholder Signature: CVV:

Contact Information  This donation is ANONYMOUS.

Name (Mr./Mrs./Ms./Dr.):

Company (if applicable):

Address:

Telephone:    E-Mail:

DONATE TODAY!
www.darlinghomeforkids.ca/donate

1-877-406-7673
I want to make 
a donation to

YES!

The Darling Home for Kids                                 MasterCard         Visa         American Express

CHARITABLE  REGISTRATION  NUMBER: 888524840RR0001

I consent to receive electronic mail
correspondence from The Darling
Home for Kids.

Do not mail me newsletters,
promotions, reports or updates.

Donations of $20 or more are eligible for
a tax receipt.

A Message From OUR CEO

MARCH IS MUSIC THERAPY MONTH! 

www.darlinghomeforkids.ca



THE DARLING HOME FOR KIDS CLASSIC

NO GO GALA & ONLINE AUCTION

The 23rd Annual Darling Home for Kids Classic, presented by K-G Spray Pak & PLZ Aeroscience 
teed off on October 5th, 2020. It was wonderful to safely see old friends and new, while spending an 
incredible fall day on the greens at Glencairn Golf Club.

With the safety of our guests, staff, and volunteers in mind, we made the difficult decision to 
cancel what would have been our 22nd Annual Comfort & Joy Gala. Our dedicated volunteer 
planning committee, led by Committee Chair, Susan Roth, went back to the drawing board, 
brainstorming creative ways to raise funds for the Home and engage our audience.

The No Go Gala & Online Auction was created, and featured exciting silent 
auction items donated by local businesses. Our incredible supporters, 
including previous gala sponsors, table/ticket purchasers, donors, 
and volunteers embraced the new concept and helped raise 
$70,000 for The Darling Home for Kids by making direct donations 
to the Home and bidding on incredible silent auction items.

Since its inception, our annual golf tournament has raised over $2M for The Darling Home for Kids.

We look forward to this year’s Classic
on Tuesday, July 20th at Glencairn Golf Club.

DID YOU KNOW:
Many companies choose to support causes that are important to 
their employees by matching all, or a portion of, their charitable 
contributions through what is typically referred to as a Matching 
Gift Program. Matching gifts can greatly increase your support of 
The Darling Home for Kids.

The concept is relatively simple: you make a donation, provide 
your employer with a receipt, and the donation may be eligible to 
be matched. To find out more, ask your employer if they offer a 
Matching Gift Program. 

Thank you to our Creative Partner:  

The

23RD ANNUAL

DHK CLASSIC

raised $70,000 for 

The Embrace

Campaign

Orlando
Corporation,

pledged to match 
proceeds from both 
events, doubling the 

impact that they
have on the

Home

Thank you to our 2020
DHK Classic Sponsors

Print Partner:

Gold Sponsor:

Silver Sponsor:

Bronze Sponsors:

EVENTS

www.darlinghomeforkids.ca

Presenting Sponsors:



WE’RE ALMOST READY TO EXPAND OUR WALLS
TO EMBRACE MORE LIFE!

www.darlinghomeforkids.ca

WITH YOUR HELP, WE ARE ONLY $750K  AWAY 
FROM OUR GOAL!

In the fall, we amended the floor plans for our expansion, reducing 
the size of the office space on the 2nd floor and reinvesting that 
square footage to maximize our program and therapeutic spaces 
on the 1st floor, making room for more connection, discovery, 
laughter, and care.

We’re dreaming BIG, our 10,000 square foot expansion 
will increase our capacity to help more families, and include:

There are more than 16,000 children in Ontario who have been 
classified as medically complex, and that number continues to 
increase. More children need our care and more parents need 
our help. We are well poised to increase our services to meet 
that demand. We envision a world where no child is too complex 
to receive the love, care, and support they deserve. This expansion 
will bring us one step closer to making that vision a reality.

• Three new bedrooms and two adjoining bathrooms
• A larger medication room
• Multi-functional spaces for counselling, meetings 

with families and care providers, volunteer interviews, 
religious ceremonies or events, and private spaces 
for client admissions

• A larger Snoezelen room, which engages kids’ senses 
and imaginations through images, lights, textures, 
sounds, and colour

• A dedicated play room
• A new three-season space 
• A private kitchen and accommodation for families 

who have a child receiving end-of-life care
• And much more!

$250,000

$400,000

$600,000

$800,000

$1M



OUR PATRONS
Thank you to our generous Patrons 
whose support is instrumental in enabling 
us to be an oasis of comfort and joy for 
our children and families.

Guardian
Michele S. Darling & her family, Michael, 
Daniel and Ryan Eagen

Distinguished Patrons
Hewitt Foundation
Orlando Corporation
PCL Constructors Canada Inc.

Ambassador Patrons
The Monte Carlo Hotel Motel Intl.
The Rogers Family
The Rogers Foundation
UPS Canada

Founding Patrons
Adelt Mechanical Works Ltd. 
David Bowker and Blythe Ward 
CV Technologies - COLD-f X® 
Christian’s Dream Foundation
Closing the Gap Healthcare Group
Dr. Jay Charitable Foundation
Hershey Canada Inc.
Hoffmann-La Roche Limited 
HOK Canada Urbana Architects Corp.
Labatt Breweries of Canada 
The Longo’s Family Charitable Foundation
Mackenzie Investments 
Barbara and William MacLean 
Mattamy Homes
Naylor Building Partnerships Inc. 
Novus Canada
Rotary Clubs of Ontario
Sargent Farms
The Gear Foundation
The Ontario Trillium Foundation
The Max Ward Family 
The West Mall Oldtimers 
Anonymous

ARE YOU IN THE KNOW? 
Stay connected with The Darling Home 
for Kids by following us on social media!

@thedarlinghome4kid

facebook.com/darlinghomeforkids

@thedarlinghome4kids

ORLANDO CORPORATION

“Orlando Corporation has a long history 
of health care community support in the 
areas where we live and work, and we 
are pleased to be the lead donor to The 
Embrace Campaign.

We’re fully aware of the critical importance 
of the work done by The Darling Home 
for Kids and the tremendous need to 
ensure this facility can grow and have the 
resources required to continue to provide 
exceptional respite, residential, and 
hospice palliative care to improve the 
lives of medically complex children and 
their families.

Funding healthcare is our shared responsibility and healthcare cannot be funded through good intentions 
alone. For that reason, we have decided to match every dollar that is donated.

We have used this matching philosophy in other areas and we know it works. We’re relying on the community 
to take this next step and dream big, raising $3.5M that will turn to $7M, building more space for the 
moments that matter.”

-   Phil King, President, Orlando Corporation

Matched Donation

DONOR SPOTLIGHT

Our lead donor to the Campaign, Orlando Corporation, has pledged to match gifts received to The 
Embrace Campaign, up to $3.5M. This means that every gift will be doubled until May 31st! 

www.darlinghomeforkids.ca

WE’RE ALMOST THERE, CAN YOU 
HELP US CROSS THAT FINISH LINE?



VOLUNTEER CORNER

What is your motivation for continuing to volunteer at The Darling 
Home for Kids?
“The reason I continue to volunteer at the Home is simple, I love it! Over the past 
couple of years, it has become something that I am very passionate about, it has 
such a big place in my heart. And I mean, if I’m being honest, I probably bring it up 
shamelessly to everyone in my life about this amazing organization, the amazing 
staff, and the phenomenal kids that I get to interact with every week. Honestly 
throughout the pandemic it’s been so nice having this contact and being able to 
continue to see the kids and see their smiles and it makes such a big difference in 
my life and I like to think it makes a difference in their lives too.” 

What do you enjoy most about volunteering at DHK?
“I think the answer is…everything! I’ve loved every moment I’ve been there, I’ve 
loved all the smiles, getting to know every, single kid and learning so much about 
communication and kind of what the best way to do it with everyone is.  Either 
verbal or nonverbal and I love that I get to do so many different things.  We go 
on walks, we bake, we have spa dates and movie nights, dance parties, and there 
are times we will just belt out Taylor Swift and country music for a few hours and 
that’s just the way it goes. Overall, I love it because I get to help assist with kids 
being kids and that’s kind of amazing. Making sure everyone gets to do the same 
things I would have done when I was growing up. I just love it.”

How has COVID impacted your volunteering? 
“Prior to COVID I would be volunteering at the Home once a week, in person, that 
has changed a little bit now. I still volunteer once a week, but it’s now over Zoom.  
So, that has definitely had its own challenges, with timing and figuring out how 
everything works.  But overall it has also added some pretty unique opportunities; 
I have been able to get involved with other aspects.  I was able to bring my parents 
up to volunteer with me to help clean up outside and being able to be a part of 
Halloween trick-or-treating where we did socially-distanced trick-or-treating for 
kids in the residential and respite programs. Overall, I actually really enjoy doing 
virtual companionship shifts because around the Home, in-person I would be 
spending time with 4 or 5 different kids in the evening, I’m just volunteering with 
2 of the people in the residential program, so you 
get to know them really well and figure out what 
they like and don’t like.  You are kind of able to better 
communicate and tailor your shifts better when 
you’re focusing your time on just a couple of kids.  
So, it’s really been pretty neat getting to know them 
a lot more in this setting and I love just being able to 
interact with them and get to know them better.” 

Janna is a weekly Companionship Volunteer with the Home who transitioned to virtual visits when in-person volunteer programs were suspended. She 
has continued to meet weekly with two of our residential kids on Zoom sharing stories, music and lots of girl chat.  

Q&A WITH VOLUNTEER JANNA

www.darlinghomeforkids.ca



CARE TEAM SPOTLIGHT With Brianna Kelly

A few years ago, in my high school guidance office I saw a posting 
for The Darling Home for Kids for a Youth Summer Volunteer 
Position. The description of the position interested me, this was 
something that I always had a passion for. Unaware of what The 
Darling Home for Kids was, I decided to do some research and 
learn more about the organization. I learned that it was a respite, 
residential, and hospice palliative care service for medically 
complex kids. I was instantly intrigued and very excited about the 
upcoming opportunity. 

I was fortunate to have been given the chance to explore and 
learn more about the field that I had always been so passionate 
about. From my very first day I had an instant connection with the 
Home, with all the laughs and smiles on the children’s faces I knew 
that this was my calling, and that I’d found my passion in life.

My experiences at The Darling Home for Kids inspired me to further 
my education to work within this field. I recently graduated from 
the Developmental Services Worker program. After graduation I 
decided to continue my studies towards my Bachelors of Behavioural 
Sciences. My goal is to become a special education teacher working 
in a medically fragile classroom. 

I knew that when I completed my program the first place I wanted 
to apply to was The Darling Home for Kids. Six months later, I saw 
a posting. It feels so rewarding coming back into the Home now 

as a PSW and working alongside the nurses, and children that 
first inspired me. The constant laughs and smiles these kids bring 
brightens up my day and helps me be the best I can be for them. 

I look forward to coming to work every day. I’m really lucky to 
have a job that brings me such joy and happiness.   

My time at The Darling Home for Kids has been very rewarding 
and I’m so happy that I saw that volunteer post 4 years ago. Looking 
back on my time as a volunteer, I have grown so much from where 
I started, and learned many valuable life lessons along the way. 
The Darling Home for Kids will always hold a special place in my 
heart, and I’m forever grateful I was able to dive into this heartwarming 
experience.

Youth Summer
Volunteer Initiative:
This year we welcome youth 14-19 years of age to apply to our 
completely virtual Youth Summer Volunteer Initiative (YSVI).  In 2021, 
we will be engaging our clients from a distance! We are on the lookout 
for youth who are creative, take initiative, and flexible with excellent 
communication skills.  

• Build relationships with children and youth in the community
• Gain valuable skills for post-secondary and career aspirations 
• Learn about medical complexities, residential and respite care
• Plan virtual engagement opportunities 
• Make a difference in the lives of others
• Obtain volunteer hours 

For more program specific information or to access the 2021
application, please visit www.darlinghomeforkids.ca/YVI 

Program Contact:
Erin Huber, Volunteer Engagement Officer,

ehuber@darlinghomeforkids.ca

Interested in giving back to your community while gaining valuable 
experience?  Join #Youth4DHK in support of The Darling Home for Kids.  
#Youth4DHK is a group of youth committed to giving back to the children 
and families who access the services offered by DHK. By joining 
#Youth4DHK, you are committing to make a difference by raising funds, 
volunteering and sharing our Home with your friends and family.    

Open to youth 18 years of age and younger.  Reach out today to sign up!

Contact:   youth4dhk@darlinghomeforkids.ca

#Youth4DHK

Commitment:
• Choose The Darling Home for Kids 

as your charity of choice for 2021
• Commit to Fundraise a minimum 

$100 in support of The Darling 
Home for Kids 

• Volunteer for The Darling Home 
for Kids (virtual opportunities 
available)

• Be a positive advocate in support 
of The Darling Home for Kids

• 100% of the funds raised will be 
directed to The Darling Home for 
Kids.  

• Learn from others while developing 
your own skills.  

• Goal Setting, Teamwork, 
Communication, Leadership, Self 
Confidence, Accountability

• Connect with youth in your 
community while supporting a 
great cause!

www.darlinghomeforkids.ca

“The most rewarding part of the YSVI program was definitely getting to 
interact with the kids at the home. Seeing their smiles brightened up my day, 
every time.  I loved leading them through different activities and watching 
them enjoy everything I had planned for them.”

– Madison, YSVI 2020



It was a different kind of year, but that didn’t stop us from offering our families a Willy Wonka Trail Walk in lieu of the 
traditional trick-or-treating back in October! As families arrived, they were greeted by Willy Wonka who presented 
them with a Wonka Bar—could it be any other kind?! If they were lucky enough to receive a golden ticket (spoiler 
alert—there were enough golden tickets to go around!), they proceeded out onto the trail to meet our costume-clad 
volunteers for treats and toys. As they completed the trail, families received one final treat and farewell before heading 
on their way. It was a wonderful afternoon and we are so thankful to our amazing team of volunteers and staff who 
came out to make it a memorable day for our families. 

Though our much anticipated annual Family Holiday 
Party wasn’t able to happen in 2020, we took 
advantage of all the virtual world has to offer by 
hosting the Holly Jolly Days! This was a week of virtual 
engagement put on for our kids by a phenomenal set 
of volunteers. The week consisted of daily virtual 
activities including sing-a-longs, crafts, games, story 
time and a special visit on the last day by the one and 
only, Santa! If families were not able to attend the 
sessions, they were uploaded to a private YouTube 
channel where they could be viewed ‘on demand’, 
and families could complete crafts and engage in 
stories and singing when it best suited them.  28 
families received Holiday Cheer Bags with all the 
supplies needed for the week, along with gifts, 
stuffed animals and a gingerbread house kit! A great 
big thank you to our Presenting Sponsor and 
volunteers who made the Holly Jolly Days possible. 

Presenting Sponsor: Contributing Partner:

AROUND THE HOME

“Nolan delighted in the Holly Jolly Day 
activities.  He grinned from ear to ear 
making the jingle bell bracelet and loved 
all the stories and sing-a-longs too.  His 
big sister Fiona loved everything about 
these days, but was especially thrilled 
with the gingerbread house kit.  It was 
a wonderful experience for our whole 
family.” 

– DHK Family 

“It was fun, entertaining it kept the 
kids busy and full of smiles.  Thank you 
so much for dropping off the supplies 
beforehand this made it so much easier 
and that much more exciting for the 
boys… it really added to the Spirit of 
Christmas in our home.  Huge thank 
you to our sponsors and volunteers!”

– The Lakhan Family 

44
hours of
virtual

engagement
were

provided

28
families
received
Holiday

Cheer Bags
26

unique children
benefited from 

the virtual
sessions

16
clients

attended the
virtual

sessions

WILLY WONKA TRAIL WALK:

HOLLY JOLLY DAYS:
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