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OUR SIBLING
SUPERSTARS

Written By: Serena Goel, Social Worker
At The Darling Home for Kids, we
strive to support the entire family
unit. The siblings of children accessing
services at DHK have a truly unique
experience. They are often the
unspoken heroes in a family with a
medically complex child. Siblings are
the ones who know how to bring
smiles into countless appointment
waiting rooms and hospital wards.
Siblings are the ones who understand
medical complexities and know
interventions, medications and feeding
schedules inside and out. Siblings
are the ones who ask their parents
to postpone Christmas celebrations
when the family is trying to survive a
hospitalization. Siblings of our clients
tend to be mature beyond their years
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and act as caregivers or advocates, often
suppressing their own stress for the sake
of not putting too much on their parents’
plate. They also may feel embarrassed,
guilty or concerned for their medically
complex sibling. No one, except for a
sibling, really knows what it is like – which
is why we started Siblings Connect.
Siblings Connect is an opportunity for
siblings of kids accessing services at the
Home to build relationships with each
other. The purpose of this group is to
connect with other siblings in a relaxed
and recreational setting through games
and discussion-based activities facilitated
by a registered social worker. The groups
participate in outings such as bowling,
pottery-painting or they may enjoy the
space at the Home by using the fire pit
or Clubhouse. Our goal is for siblings

to develop healthy peer supports and
feel more prepared to handle stressful
situations. Siblings Connect Seniors (ages
12-15) piloted in April 2019 and Siblings
Connect Juniors (age 8-11) piloted in
September 2019.
Participants of Siblings Connect report a
feeling of excitement by the opportunity
to meet peers in relatable circumstances.
These families often deal with so much
unpredictability and uncertainty so the
opportunity to build connections with
other kids who truly “get it” is really
meaningful. We are so proud to have
launched this program, and excited to
continue to grow and develop it!
Thank you to our donors, including
Ecclesiastical Insurance Office plc, for
making this work possible.

YOU’VE GOT A
FRIEND IN ME

Written By: Erin Huber, Coordinator of
Volunteer Services
Four years ago, we launched our YSVI (Youth
Summer Volunteer Initiative) program and
welcomed three eager high school students
through our big red doors to participate in an
intensive summer engagement experience.
Hana, Brianna and Flavia showed up ready
to give our kids a summer to remember and
that they did, making our pilot program year
a success!
Fast forward to 2019, which marked the
fourth successful year of the program; four
years of youth making a difference in the
lives of our kids. This past summer, four
youth spent a cumulative 716 hours of time
with our kids. These youth have a heart for
helping others, engaging in their communities
and giving back, and selflessly volunteered
a month of their summer to make it the best
ever for someone else. Our respite clients
experienced hours of additional 1:1 time and
our children who live at the Home full-time
received consistent companionship through
the transitions of summer.

What an Incredible
Summer of Care
Thanks to You!
Over the nine weeks of summer,
you helped us make a difference:
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As we look ahead, the continued success
of the YSVI program drives forward the
rebranding and launch of our YVI (Youth
Volunteer Initiative). YVI will encompass
our thriving Summer Program as well
as a Weekend Peer Program and March
Break Intensive. With the new structure
of volunteer initiatives for youth, our staff
and kids will see increased consistency,
companionship and enhanced activity
engagement. The rebranded weekend
program launched this Fall, sees four youth
volunteering a cumulative 22 hours/week.
This group of youth will get the opportunity
to engage with children across all programs,
as well as participate in weekend events
and outings.
Interested in getting involved? For more
information on the YVI program please contact
our Coordinator of Volunteer Services at
ehuber@darlinghomeforkids.ca or check out
www.darlinghomeforkids.ca/YVI.

“The August Youth connected
with our teenage resident and
created a unique experience
for her to engage in ageappropriate activities of her
interest (e.g. painting her nails,
dyeing her hair, listening to
music) with her peer group
throughout the summer. While
our resident experienced
continuous transitions of respite
clients, the YSVI volunteers
were a source of consistency
and friendship.”
– Serena,
Social Worker

March Break Intensive applications are due
February 5th, 2020.
Thank you to Newman’s Own Foundation, the
Halton Region Community Investment Fund and
all of our donors for your continued support.

Over
13,680 hours
of service were
provided across all of
our programs

55 families
received care, including
2 new families

Over 1,830 hours
of therapeutic programming
were provided to our children,
including Recreation Therapy,
Music Therapy, Pet Therapy, and
Snoezelen Therapy

Thank you to our
donors, volunteers
and friends for your
continued support!

OH THE PLACES WE’LL GO
This summer, thanks to our amazing
Recreation Therapist Sarah, our
children were transported in time
each week to a different era, from
prehistoric dinosaur digs to future
space adventures playing flying saucer
golf - and every time in between!

Monday night campfires and spooky stories
were a camper favourite and everyone had a
blast with Thursday morning water play and
epic water balloon fights.
We can’t wait to see
what fun next
summer will bring!

COMFORT & JOY GALA
Centre in Oakville. The event was hosted
by Susan Hay of Global TV and attended
by guests from the Greater Toronto Area’s
top corporations and some of the region’s
most philanthropic families and inﬂuential
community leaders.

Thursday, October 24th, 2019
St. Joseph Banquet & Conference
Centre, Oakville
www.darlinghomeforkids.ca/gala
The Darling Home for Kids’ Annual
Comfort & Joy Gala, presented by
TD Bank Group, was an inspiring
and heartwarming event. This
spectacular black-tie gala took place
on Thursday, October 24th, 2019 at
St. Joseph’s Banquet & Conference

“The Darling Home for Kids relies on the
proceeds from our Comfort & Joy Gala, the
charity’s single largest fundraising event of
the year, to keep our doors open to medically
complex children in our community. The
Gala has a long standing history spanning
over 20 years, and it is the cornerstone upon
which we built our Home and continue to
operate it today,” said Kristin Horrell, Chief
Executive Officer. “Our continued thanks and
appreciation to our sponsors, donors, guests
and volunteers who joined us at Monaco
and share in our commitment to providing
exceptional care to children across the
province with complex medical needs.”
Monaco, presented by TD, grossed over
$190,000 to directly support The Darling
Home for Kids. To date, this annual
black-tie event has raised more than $3M
for the Home.

Our Patrons
Thank you to our generous
Patrons whose support is
instrumental in enabling us to
be an oasis of comfort and joy
for our children and families.
Guardian
Michele S. Darling & her family,
Michael, Daniel and Ryan Eagen
Distinguished Patron
PCL Constructors Canada Inc.
Ambassador Patrons
The Monte Carlo Hotel Motel
Innternational
The Rogers Family
The Rogers Foundation
UPS Canada
Founding Patrons
Adelt Mechanical Works Ltd.
David Bowker and Blythe Ward
CV Technologies – COLD-fX ®
Christian’s Dream Foundation
Closing the Gap Healthcare Group
Dr. Jay Charitable Foundation
Hoffmann-La Roche Limited
HOK Canada Urbana Architects
Corporation
Hershey Canada Inc.
Labatt Breweries of Canada
The Longo’s Family Charitable
Foundation
Mackenzie Investments
Barbara and William MacLean
Mattamy Homes
Naylor Building Partnerships Inc.
Novus Canada
The Gear Foundation
The Ontario Trillium Foundation
Rotary Clubs of Ontario
The Max Ward Family
The West Mall Oldtimers
Anonymous

Thank you to our generous Sponsors
Presenting Sponsor

Platinum Sponsor

The
Henslow-Brown
Foundation
Silver Sponsors

Gold Sponsors

The Petrus Fund
A fund held held within the
Oakville Community Foundation

Partners

Are You in the Know?
Stay connected with
The Darling Home for
Kids by following us on
social media!
@darlinghome4kid
facebook.com/darlinghomeforkids

The Dool Team

@thedarlinghome4kids

Walker’s Pharmacy
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BECOME A MONTHLY DONOR
A little can go a long way
With many families turning to us for help,
we really need friends like YOU in our
corner. When you choose to make monthly
gifts to The Darling Home for Kids, you
are joining an incredible community of
generous, passionate, and determined
people – like you – dedicated to providing
consistent, reliable resources to help care
for our medically complex children and their
families. Becoming a monthly donor is one
of the greatest ways you can give. Join now.
You belong here.

YES!

I want to make
a donation to

q I consent to receive electronic mail
correspondence from The Darling
Home for Kids.

Here’s What You Can Expect You When Join
•

Regular news and family updates to see
how your donations are making a difference

•

Invitations to exclusive events

•

Consolidated annual receipt in February for
tax purposes

•

Assurance that with your trust in us, you’ll
be helping the lives of our children and
their families each and every day

Donation Amount
q $250
q $100

q $50

“The Darling Home for Kids
provides high quality services
to medically fragile children in a
boutique-like oasis. The Home
is large enough to help many
families yet small enough that
each child gets the hands-on
attention they need. This state-ofthe -art home provides respite
care to families who need it most.
I have been a supporter of the
Home for years by attending The
Darling Home for Kids Classic
and Comfort & Joy Gala as well
as being a monthly donor. If you
have not had the opportunity
to visit the Home. I would highly
recommend doing so. Once you
see the work done by the fantastic
staff and how happy the kids are
in this truly unique environment,
I’m sure you will want to get
involved and perhaps become a
monthly contributor as well.”
- Steven Hart,
Donor and Volunteer

q Other $_________

Donation Type
q One-Time
q Monthly
Payment Details
q I am enclosing a cheque, payable to
The Darling Home for Kids

DONATE TODAY!
www.darlinghomeforkids.ca/donate
1-877-406-7673

q Please charge my
q MasterCard

q Visa

q American Express

Card Number: ____________________________________________________________ Expiry:________________________

q Do not mail me newsletters,
promotions, reports or updates.

Cardholder Signature:____________________________________________________CVV:________________________

Donations of $20 or more are eligible for
a tax receipt.

Contact Information

q This donation is ANONYMOUS.

Name (Mr./Mrs./Ms./Dr.):_________________________________________________________________________________
Mail completed forms to:
The Darling Home for Kids
5657 15th Side Road,
Milton, Ontario L9E 0C8
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Company (if applicable):____________________________________________________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone:________________________________________ E-Mail:________________________________________________
CHARITABLE REGISTRATION NUMBER: 888524840RR0001

THE DARLING HOME
FOR KIDS CLASSIC
On Tuesday, July 23rd, golfers teed off for
The Darling Home for Kids Classic presented
by K-G Spray Pak & PLZ Aeroscience
Corporation. This year’s tournament was
one of our most successful yet. We grossed

over $105,000, which helps to ensure
the sustainability of our core programs,
maintain the unique oasis that is our
Home, and enrich the lives of families who
depend on The Darling Home for Kids.

Join Us Next Year!
Tuesday, July 21, 2020
Glencairn Golf Club Milton
www.darlinghomeforkids.ca/golf

Thank you to our generous Sponsors
Presenting Sponsors

Gold Sponsors

Silver Sponsors

Bronze Sponsors

Design Partner

Sponsorship opportunities available.

Print Partner

WHEELS
On Sunday, June 23rd, riders, sponsors and
volunteers came together for the 9th Annual
Wheels event presented by Mattamy Homes.
With 40% new riders and a 10% increase in

the number of donations, the 9th Annual
Wheels event was an incredible success,
grossing $125,000 for The Darling
Home for Kids!

Join Us Next Year for
Our 10th Annual Ride!

Thank you to our generous Sponsors
Presenting Sponsor

Sunday, June 21, 2020
Mattamy National Cycling
Centre, Milton

Saddle Sponsors
ORLIC HARDING COOKE
WEALTH MANAGEMENT GROUP

Drivetrain Sponsors
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Design Partner

www.ridewithwheels.ca
Print Partner

Suitable for all levels, Wheels
actively encourages everyone
from fans and riders to cycling
enthusiasts and professionals.
Join in the celebration, support
The Darling Home for Kids, and
Ride with Wheels in 2020!
Sponsorship opportunities available.

