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FATHER AND SON
Cycle Their Way into the Hearts of Many

With determination you can accomplish
anything, but what fuels a person to dig deep,
to push their physical limits and achieve a
goal? For Fernando and Daniel it’s a young
girl named Katherine (featured on cover).
Daniel is 12 and is a proud big brother to his
sister Katherine. When Daniel and his dad
registered for Wheels for The Darling Home
for Kids they knew they wanted to ride in
tribute to Katherine.
Katherine, Daniel’s younger sister, is a
remarkable 10-year-old girl. She has spastic
cerebral palsy, a cortical visual impairment
and epilepsy. But it’s her incredible smile
that captivates everyone’s hearts. She loves
music (especially the song ‘All of Me’ by John
Legend), the colour red, and her dog Jack,
and she has the best laugh in the world!
In February 2018, Fernando and his wife
reached out to The Darling Home for Kids.
There were very few people these parents
trusted to care for their daughter - two to
be exact. After years of caring for Katherine
on their own, they heard from a friend
about The Darling Home for Kids and took
the brave first step of exploring respite. It
was then that their daughter began coming
to the Home for respite care, giving her
parents a break and time to spend with
Daniel. When they learned the charity was
holding a cycling event, this father-son team
saw it as a way to give back.
The morning of the ride, Daniel and
Fernando woke to a torrential downpour.
Most participants were deterred by the rain,
but not them. It was a tough course, even
for seasoned riders, and Daniel had only
ever ridden a few blocks at a time. That day
he was up against a 50 km ride. The climb
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up the escarpment in Milton was over 750
feet so no push of the pedal came easy. Each
hill posed a personal challenge with the rain
offering no reprieve.
As they rode up the driveway of The Darling
Home for Kids at the halfway point, all the other
teams and groups were long past that rest stop
at the 25 kilometre mark. Everyone else was
already on their way back down the escarpment
to the finish line, leaving only the two of them
behind. They had accomplished a lot and in
everyone else’s minds, had already achieved
success so they were offered a shuttle back.
Father and son contemplated the offer, the
effects of the first half of the ride visible on
their faces. When the shuttle pulled up, dad
looked at his son - and it was clear neither of
them wanted to get in it.
The duo dug in and took on the remaining
half of their ride – Daniel cycling for his little
sister and Fernando for his daughter. They
were propelled by sheer determination for
Katherine; she fights every day through
many challenges and this was their day to
show the same will and determination. They
had to cross the finish line…and they did.
They showed us what can be accomplished
when your driving force is a 10-year-old
girl named Katherine. With that kind of
motivation, you can do anything.
Daniel and Fernando are true champions
and an inspiration to everyone who
witnessed their journey. Katherine
undoubtedly beamed them one of her
incredible smiles when they got home. So
much so, the father-son pair are already
talking about next year’s ride…hopefully one
with a little more sun than rain!

Our Patrons
Thank you to our generous
Patrons whose support is
instrumental in enabling us to be
an oasis of comfort and joy for our
children and families.
Guardian
Michele S. Darling & her family,
Michael, Daniel and Ryan Eagen
Distinguished Patron
PCL Constructors Canada Inc.
Ambassador Patrons
The Monte Carlo Hotel Motel
Innternational
The Rogers Family
Founding Patrons
Adelt Mechanical Works Ltd.
David Bowker and Blythe Ward
CV Technologies – COLD-fX ®
Christian’s Dream Foundation
Closing the Gap Healthcare Group
Dr. Jay Charitable Foundation
HOK Canada Urbana Architects
Corporation
Hershey Canada Inc.
Labatt Breweries of Canada
The Longo’s Family Charitable
Foundation
Mackenzie Investments
Barbara and William MacLean
Mattamy Homes
Novus Canada
The Ontario Trillium Foundation
The Rogers Foundation
Rotary Clubs of Ontario
UPS Canada
The Max Ward Family
The West Mall Oldtimers
Anonymous

MAKING
MEMORIES
with our Frontline Volunteers

Our frontline volunteer team gives of their
time but more than their time they give
their hearts. These are the volunteers who
give of their Saturday mornings to read
books, Sunday afternoons to do crafts,
and their summers to paint faces and sing
morning songs on the covered porch. Our
kids laugh more, smile more and give more
high fives simply because these individuals
choose to spend their time providing
companionship and engagement.
Our frontline volunteers come from all
walks of life – youth who act as peers to
our children, young adults looking to gain
experience, retirees with time to give…
individuals that see the value in giving back
and in turn make memories that will last
a lifetime. Overseen by our Coordinator
of Volunteer Services and our frontline
staff team, these volunteers daily make a
difference in the lives of our children.
Our residential, respite and hospice
palliative clients benefit from the quality
time our frontline volunteers offer.

Hear What
Our Volunteers
Had to Say!

For one of our residents Alex, it means
quality one-on-one time after school, a
consistent face through the summer months
and a break from the busyness on a respite
weekend when a peer companion hangs out
to watch YouTube videos.
For Alex, and all of
our children at
The Darling
Home for
Kids, our
volunteers
make a
difference!
Join us in
thanking
Newman’s
Own Foundation
and The Halton
Region Community Investment Fund for
supporting this important program.

gained by Frontline
Volunteers:

Compassion

Adaptability
& flexibility

Self-confidence
Patience

“Just being there with the kids is the
most positive experience. Every moment
is positive.”
“I got to see a child use the wheelchair
accessible swing for the first time and
his reaction was so precious, it brought
tears to my eyes.”
“Seeing the smiles on the kids’ faces
when playing with them makes it all
worth it.”
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Skills &
Experiences

Nonverbal
communication
strategies
Recognizing
pain & discomfort
in new ways

Looking to broaden your skills and
experience? To apply to volunteer
with us submit an application at
www.darlinghomeforkids.ca/volunteer.

Thank you to
our generous
Sponsors

THE GREAT GALA
entertainment from The Doubts, which had
everyone up on the dance floor. The night’s
fundraising activities included a raffle with
prizes totaling over $9,500, live and silent
auctions and a tower with over 40 bottles
of wine that a lucky winner took home at
the end of the night.

Thursday, October 25th, 2018
St. Joseph’s Banquet & Conference
Centre, Oakville
www.darlinghomeforkids.ca/gala

Proudly presented by TD, The Great Gala
commemorated 20 years of The Darling
Home for Kids’ Comfort & Joy Gala. Hosted
by Global TV’s Susan Hay, guests were
transported back in time with all the glitz
and glam of the Roaring Twenties, an era
when life was a celebration, a time to break
from tradition. The ‘20s was a decade of
great economic growth and widespread
prosperity – truly a time to celebrate! With
the name – The Great Gala – expectations
were high, and the event did not disappoint!
When guests arrived they gave the
password at the door to enter a speakeasy,
where they sipped on champagne while
mingling with the other guys & dolls in
attendance. The night kicked off with youth
from the Milton Show Choir entertaining
guests with a performance fitting of the
era. A four-course meal followed with
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The Great Gala, presented by TD, raised over
$160,000 to directly support The Darling
Home for Kids. To date this annual black-tie
event has raised over $2.9M for our Home.
Thank you to everyone for
making this milestone event
such a great success!

Presenting Sponsor

Bid for Good Sponsor

Entertainment Sponsor

The Henslow Brown
Foundation

Guest Gift Sponsor

The Darling /
Eagen Family

Décor Sponsor

The Petrus Fund

Volunteer Sponsor

Cocktail Reception
Sponsor

Stock & Champagne
Table Sponsor

A fund held within the
Oakville Community
Foundation

Are You in the Know?

Photo Booth Sponsor

Media Partner

Design Partner

Print Partner

Centrepiece Sponsor

Coat Check Sponsor

Heritage Place
Retirement
Community

Walker’s
Pharmacy

Stay connected with
The Darling Home for
Kids through social media.
@thedarlinghomeforkids
@thedarlinghome4kids
@darlinghome4kid

CHARITY GOLF CLASSIC

21st Annual

GOLF CLASSIC
families in Ontario. Golfers attempted
to ‘Beat the Pro’, enjoyed the tricks and
talents of Golf with Attitude by Todd
Keirstead, played games with Dave &
Buster’s and tried their luck off the
tees with a ‘Hole in One’ for a chance
at $25,000!

The Darling Home for Kids 21st Annual
Golf Classic presented by K-G Spray-Pak
hit the links on Tuesday, July 24th. The
event raised over $60,000 to aid and
grow the operations of the Home and
provide a safe, loving and nurturing space
for medically complex children and their

Thank you to our generous Sponsors
Presenting Sponsor

Entertainment Sponsor

Dinner Sponsor

Game Card Sponsor

Volunteer Sponsor

Silent Auction Sponsor

Tuesday, July 24th, 2018
Glencairn Golf Club, Milton
www.darlinghomeforkids.ca/golf

Join Us Next Year
19th Hole
Reception Sponsor

Golf Cart Sponsor

Lunch Sponsor

Tuesday, July 23rd, 2019
Glencairn Golf Club
Milton

Registration Sponsor
The Darling/
Eagen Family

Putting Contest
Sponsor

Golf Ball Sponsor

Frozen Treat Cart
Sponsor

Snack Sack Sponsor

Hydration Sponsor

Photography Sponsor

Beat the Pro Sponsor

Score Card Sponsor

Design Partner

Print Partner

Creative. Branding. Results.

RIDE WITH WHEELS
and 100km routes and received pledged
support from family and friends for their
efforts. Their hard work, combined with
the generosity of our sponsors, raised over
$110,000 to directly support the Home!

The 8th Annual Ride with Wheels cycling
event, presented by Mattamy Homes, was
a waterlogged affair, but the rain didn’t
stop participants who came out to cycle
in support of The Darling Home for Kids.
140 riders registered for 25km, 50km

Mattamy National Cycling Centre
Milton

Thank you to our generous Sponsors
Presenting Sponsor

Volunteer Sponsor

Sunday, June 24th, 2018

www.ridewithwheels.ca

Rest Stop Sponsor

Cyclist Lounge Sponsor

Join Us Next Year
Sunday, June 23rd, 2019
First Aid Sponsor

Fruit & Snack Stand Sponsor

Lunch Co-Sponsors

S A L E S

A G E N T S

Bike Corral Sponsor

Design Partner
I N C

www.darlinghomeforkids.ca

Creative. Branding. Results.

Print Partner

Rest Stop Sponsor

Mattamy National Cycling Centre
Milton

HOW WE DO
WHAT WE DO
Our Donor Community

In my short tenure at The Darling Home
for Kids thus far, one question I am asked
frequently as Director of Development
is how we fund our Home. It costs
approximately $2.2 million annually to
operate The Darling Home for Kids; this
amount covers everything from lightbulbs
and bedsheets to staffing and services.
While government funding covers a
significant portion of our operating costs,
it truly is the generosity of our community
who believe in our mission and vision that
allows us to operate at an exceptional
standard of care and ensure our doors
remain open. Annually, we strive to raise
more than $1 million through fundraising
activities in the community. Whether it
is riding in our annual Ride with Wheels
event, contributing monthly as part of our

YES!

I want to make
a donation to

q I consent to receive electronic mail
correspondence from The Darling
Home for Kids.

Kaleidoscope Community, or granting a
major gift towards capital improvements, all
of our donors make a difference in the daily
lives of children with complex medical needs.
We believe in balancing a wide variety
of fundraising initiatives, which include
community events, grassroot donations,
major gifts, signature events, corporate
giving and others in order to achieve
long-term success and sustainability for
the Home. And, at the heart of all we do,
is our community of supporters, such as
you. The Darling Home for Kids is rooted in
meaningful relationships with our families,
our children, our volunteers and staff.
From our heart and Home to yours – we
thank you!
Written by: Shannon Caskey, Director of
Development

Donation Amount
q $250
q $100

q $50

q Other $_________

Donation Type
q One-Time
q Monthly
Payment Details
q I am enclosing a cheque, payable to
The Darling Home for Kids

DONATE TODAY!
www.darlinghomeforkids.ca/donate
1-877-406-7673

q Please charge my
q MasterCard

q Visa

q American Express

Card Number: ____________________________________________________________ Expiry:________________________

q Do not mail me newsletters,
promotions, reports or updates.

Cardholder Signature:____________________________________________________CVV:________________________

Donations of $15.00 or more will receive
a Charitable Tax Receipt.

Contact Information

q This donation is ANONYMOUS.

Name (Mr./Mrs./Ms./Dr.):_________________________________________________________________________________
Mail completed forms to:
The Darling Home for Kids
5657 15th Side Road,
Milton, Ontario L9E 0C8

www.darlinghomeforkids.ca

Company (if applicable):____________________________________________________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone:________________________________________ E-Mail:________________________________________________
CHARITABLE REGISTRATION NUMBER: 888524840RR0001

