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Written By: Amanda Heilesen,  
mother of Lauryn

My name is Amanda, and my daughter 
Lauryn is one of the children who 
benefits from the support programs 
offered at The Darling Home for Kids.

I may not have had the opportunity to 
meet you personally, but I would like to 
begin by saying thank you.  If you are 
reading this, you have in some way had 
a positive impact on our family’s life.  
Whether you are a volunteer who stops 
by to read stories, someone who has 
helped make the outdoor spaces ready 
for play, or someone who has contributed 
their time, or provided financial support 
for the resources and activities that are 
offered – you have touched our lives, and 
we are thankful to you.

My daughter Lauryn has a condition 
called STXBP1.  If you have never heard 
of this before you are not alone.  It is 
an extremely rare condition with an 
incidence rate of about 1 in 29 million.  
There are currently fewer than 300 
known cases worldwide. 

During the first six years of Lauryn’s 
life she required more than 600 
medical and therapy appointments, and 
completed several hundred additional 
hours of homework activities to 
support her development.  It became 
apparent very quickly that Lauryn 
would continue to require a high level 
of support in all daily activities and 
at all times. From the physical risks of 
falls due to ataxia, poor muscle control 
and seizures, to the daily risks that are 
harder to prevent like choking, the high 
levels of support and care required 
became overwhelming at times.  

Without realizing it our lives had 
changed profoundly.  Lauryn’s needs 

added an additional level of complexity to 
regular tasks of daily life, and most certainly 
the little things like going out to the park 
or even to play outside with the boys took 
much more time and planning to manage.

Although we are still learning about this 
condition, what is known is that it involves 
ongoing seizures, neurological tremors, 
and developmental delay, low muscle 
tone, difficulties with communication, 
and can occur with other conditions like 
mitochondrial disorders, which is the 
case for Lauryn.  We also know that it is 
most often progressive in nature, and that 
medical needs become more complex 
during the teenage years. Knowing 
The Darling Home for Kids, a place full 
of positive memories, will be there for 
Lauryn and our family during those  
times is comforting.

This is why The Darling Home for Kids is 
so important to us.  As a parent, finding 
someone I feel comfortable with to watch 
Lauryn has been incredibly challenging.  
At the same time, I want so much for my 
daughter to have the opportunities and 
experiences that I cherished as a child.  
One of my favourite things as a girl was 
having the opportunity to go away for a 
weekend or to summer camp. Because of 
Lauryn’s condition, I believed these types 
of experiences would not be possible for 
her.  Then we found The Darling Home 
for Kids.  Now Lauryn gets to enjoy 
accessible outdoor spaces, making 
s’mores, lounging in the snoezelen 
room and having pyjama and 
dance parties with friends, 
just like her non-disabled 
peers - all in a place where 
experienced and trained staff 
are able to respond to her 
needs when an emergency 
occurs.  She also gets to invite 

her brothers to join her for seasonal events 
like the Family BBQ and Holiday Party, so 
they feel included too!

I am often asked what I do when Lauryn is 
away at respite camp.  Lauryn’s brothers 
are 8 and 15 years old.  Being a sibling of a 
child who has a disability often means we 
are attending medical appointments when 
other kids are out playing.  During the times 
that Lauryn is off having fun at The Darling 
Home for Kids, I have an opportunity to give 
a little one-on-one time to her wonderful 
and very patient brothers who often have  
to take a second seat because of their 
sister’s needs.

Thank you so much for supporting The 
Darling Home for Kids.  Because of you, 
they are able to offer programs that 
contribute to a more inclusive community, 
welcoming children regardless of the 
medical challenges they may face, so they 
too can have the wonderful experiences 
that all children should enjoy.  The 
contributions you have made support not 
only the children who attend, but provide 
support to each child’s whole family, often 
giving them a chance to recharge and rest so 
that we can continue to be the best parents 
we can be to our kids.
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BECAUSE OF YOU…
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Top 5 Reasons YOU  
Made Us Smile This Year

1. 
With your generosity, 

two children joined our 
residential program in 

Winter 2018/2019, and 
have a new place to  

call Home. 

3. 
Thanks to you,  

we transformed our 
hydrotherapy pool room, so 
children can access the pool 

from our respite patio.

2. 
Our children have a new 

bathtub!  Because of you, our 
cycling event was a success, 
and raised the funds needed 
to purchase a new bathtub 
for our children  to enjoy. 

5. 
Your support has enabled 

us to expand our Family 
Support Programs,  
by hiring a full time  

Social Worker.

4. 
Thanks to  

FDC Foundation,  
we installed a new  

security system and  
new palliative  

head walls.

Guardian
Michele S. Darling & her family, 
Michael, Daniel and Ryan Eagen

Distinguished Patron
PCL Constructors Canada Inc.

Ambassador Patrons
The Monte Carlo Hotel Motel 
Innternational

The Rogers Family 

The Rogers Foundation

UPS Canada

Founding Patrons
Adelt Mechanical Works Ltd.

David Bowker and Blythe Ward

CV Technologies – COLD-fX ®

Christian’s Dream Foundation

Closing the Gap Healthcare Group

Dr. Jay Charitable Foundation

Hoffmann-La Roche Limited

HOK Canada Urbana Architects 
Corporation

Hershey Canada Inc.

Labatt Breweries of Canada

The Longo’s Family Charitable 
Foundation

Mackenzie Investments

Barbara and William MacLean

Mattamy Homes

Naylor Building Partnerships Inc.

Novus Canada

The Gear Foundation

The Ontario Trillium Foundation

Rotary Clubs of Ontario

The Max Ward Family

The West Mall Oldtimers

Anonymous 

Our Patrons
Thank you to our generous 
Patrons whose support is 
instrumental in enabling us to be 
an oasis of comfort and joy for 
our children and families.

Stay connected with  
The Darling Home for  
Kids by following us on 
social media!

@thedarlinghome4kids

facebook.com/darlinghomeforkids

@darlinghome4kid

Are You in the Know?  



A HELPING HAND & 
A WILLING HEART 
Volunteer Spotlight on Linda Burdon

Written by: Erin Huber, Coordinator of 
Volunteer Services

To lend a helping hand is to contribute to the 
fulfillment of a need or furtherance of an effort 
of purpose.  For five years, Linda Burdon has 
been giving tirelessly of herself to our Home, 
actively contributing to the fulfilment of many, 
many needs of ours and furthering our purpose! 
There truly is nothing she hasn’t done.  

Linda is the person who always shows up early, 
stays late and before being asked is already 
doing what needs to be done.  She continuously 
says ‘YES’ to new volunteer engagements and 
endeavours – like helping with bread pick up at 
Cobs Bread or assisting at community events, 
but she always stays true to her first love – 
spending quality time with our kids! 

Each year at our Volunteer & Donor 
Recognition Event we recognize one volunteer 
who goes above and beyond with our Helping 
Hand Award.  This award goes to a person who 
shows incredible commitment to the simple ins 
and outs of our Home.  This is Linda.  She has 
never asked for anything return (she doesn’t 
like the fanfare!), never complains about 

inclement weather or cleaning up somebody 
else’s mess and she always brings her best 
ideas and feedback to the table.  Linda simply 
shows up, jumps in and puts her entire heart 
into all that she does. 

Over the past five years Linda has been 
involved with every facet of our organization 
– she has spent hours of time with our kids, 
has sold raffle tickets at golf tournaments, 
stood out in the rain at Wheels, greeted new 
friends at Open Houses, handed out balloons 
at Farmer’s Markets, participated in our family 
events and so much more.  Not only does she 
show up at all of these events, but she gives so 
much more than her time.  At our last Holiday 
Party in December, Linda not only had much 
of the kitchen cleaned up before anyone else 
stepped foot into it, but also (without being 
asked) spent the majority of the afternoon 
relieving one of our families by spending one-
on-one time with one of our busy clients.  

Linda is truly an exceptional person and 
volunteer – we are thrilled to have her involved 
in our Home and to present her with the  
2018-2019 Helping Hand Award.

www.darlinghomeforkids.ca 

Community Partner of the Year

Civitan Club of Oakville

Spirit of Giving Award

Greg & Diana Christie

Foundation Partner of the Year

UPS Canada

Award of Excellence – Commitment and 
Leadership

Hoffmann-La Roche Limited

Volunteer Team of the Year

Help Portrait

Angel of the Year

Amy Wilson

Big Heart

Dr. Sheelagh Kemp

Rising Star

Joseph Algudady

Youth Impact

Akshay Khale

Helping Hand

Linda Burdon

Celebrating our Volunteers & Donors
Congratulations to our 2018-2019 Award Recipients

“I had an amazing summer at 

DHK and I would like to thank 

all of the staff, I would love to 

volunteer at the Home again.” 

– Lushaa Duggal, YSVI (Youth 
Summer Volunteer Initiative) 

“…it was an amazing journey just 

to observe and interact with the 

kids, to understand more about 

them and make them smile…” 

– Daniel Ma, YSVI (Youth Summer 
Volunteer Initiative)  



Written by: Serena Goel, Social Worker

How do you define “quality of life”? The term is 
complicated, subjective and multi-dimensional. 
Two caregivers may assess strikingly different 
levels of quality of life in the same child based 
on their perception. The only person who can 
truly define their well-being is the individual 
themselves; therefore, it is essential to include 
a child’s perspective in their care. One of the 
ways we can do that is by making their wishes 
come true. 

The Darling Home for Kids partnered with The 
Children’s Wish Foundation to make not one, 
but two wishes come true in the spring of 2019.

Trinity, a resident at The Darling Home for 
Kids, met the musical duo Splash ‘N Boots 
at her 7th birthday party! Splash ‘N Boots 
visited for a magical afternoon of singing, 
dancing, laughing, smiling and wiggling. 
Trinity’s hearing and vision are limited, but 
she loves bright colours so her wish included 
details to make her day as special as possible, 
just for her. There was a beautiful rainbow 
cake, rainbow decorations, and she wore a 
special Splash ‘N Boots birthday outfit.  
The impact of Trinity’s wish was bigger than 
just her. The wish inspired so much joy in her 
DHK family - from watching Splash ‘N Boots 
(all day, every day!) with her before the big 
day, to crafting custom shirts and decorations 
for the party, to creating a video memento to 
reminisce on and relive the day.

Brady, another resident at the Home, met 
characters from his all-time favourite show, 
Paw Patrol! Brady’s affinity for Paw Patrol is 
apparent to everyone who meets him. He is 
often comforted when watching Paw Patrol, 
listening to Paw Patrol music, or snuggling with 
his Paw Patrol stuffies. The past few months, 
Brady has been most comfortable staying in his 
bed, so to make his wish come true, a life size 
Chase and Marshall visited him at his bedside 
for a joyous morning to play with him. Those 
characters brought out big and beautiful smiles 
from Brady and everyone around him. For 
Brady, a truly meaningful wish for him was not 
a big party or celebrity meeting, but rather a 
serene and cherished moment with characters 
that bring him happiness in the midst of his day 
to day routines.

A heartfelt wish coming true is an 
exceptional and personal experience. 
For some individuals, their wish 
may be to visit a tropical location, 
or go on an adventure or a shopping 
spree. For these two young children 
at The Darling Home for Kids, it was 
the chance to see beloved on-screen 
characters right in front of them - one  
in a loud and bright birthday party and  
the other in a calm and quiet setting. 
We are privileged to bring happiness 
by making a wish come true – wishes 
that make the senses tingle and 
create memorable moments.

www.darlinghomeforkids.ca 

WHEN YOU WISH UPON A STAR…
Wishes Really Do Work Wonders

The impact of Trinity’s wish 

was bigger than just her. 

The wish inspired so much 

joy in her DHK family - 

from watching Splash ‘N 

Boots (all day, every day!) 

with her before the big day, 

to crafting custom shirts 

and decorations for the 

party, to creating a video 

memento to reminisce on 

and relive the day.



What an 
Incredible 
Year! 
In our 2018-2019 fiscal 
year, you have made a 
difference:

Over 5,523 hours 
of therapeutic programming 

were provided to our children, 
including Recreation  

Therapy, Music Therapy, and 
Pet Therapy

59 unique 
families   

received care, including 
12 new families

Thank you to our 
donors, volunteers 
and friends for your 
continued support, 

which has made this 
possible!

WE  OUR VOLUNTEERS  
& DONORS!  
A quick glance at the impact our volunteers and donors made 
during the 2018-2019 fiscal year.

At an estimated  
hourly wage of $20, 

volunteer efforts combined 
for a total savings of over 

$180,000!

3 youth gave   

572 hours  
supporting 47 clients
through our YSVI program

26 groups 
volunteered  

a total of 41 days giving 
over 1,400 hours

We welcomed  

535 new donors  
to our DHK Family

Over $257,000 
has been designated to 

capital projects to improve 
the quality of our Home

You helped us  
raise approximately $1.2M 

allowing us to provide  

48,500 hours  
of service

Our signature  
events have raised 

over $325,000  
to support our Home

231 individual 
volunteers 

gave over 9,100 hours of 
volunteer service to our 

children and families

26 monthly donors  
supported the welcoming 
of 12 new families to our 

programs

www.darlinghomeforkids.ca 



Sunday, June 23rd 
Mattamy National Cycling Centre 

Ride with us and support our 9th Annual Wheels Event raising 
funds for capital projects and programs. Register today at:  
www.ridewithwheels.ca

Tuesday, July 23rd 
Glencairn Golf Club

We invite you to join us for The Darling Home for Kids’ 
Classic. It will be a memorable day of golf and giving, in 
support of our worthwhile cause.

www.darlinghomeforkids.ca/golf

Saturday, July 13th 
The Darling Home for Kids

Join us for Yoga on the Escarpment! Funds raised at this  
event will go towards our core services. 

www.darlinghomeforkids.ca/event/yoga-on-the-escarpment

Thursday, October 24th 
St. Joseph’s Banquet & Conference Centre

Join us for our 21st Annual Comfort & Joy Gala. Upon arrival 
at Monaco, gala attendees will experience the region and its 
offerings. Purchase your tickets or table today.

www.darlinghomeforkids.ca/gala

UPCOMING 
EVENTS

www.darlinghomeforkids.ca 

“Fantastic event!!! We had 

a great ride and thoroughly 

enjoyed all the other aspects 

of the event. Was great to 

see the Home and some of 

the kids and the band/music/

food/swag was amazing.  

The Ontario Cycling 

Association would love to  

be involved again next year”  

- Adam Morrow from OCA



q  I consent to receive electronic mail 
correspondence from The Darling  
Home for Kids.

q  Do not mail me newsletters,  
promotions, reports or updates.

Donations of $20 and above are eligible 
for charitable tax receipts.  

Mail completed forms to: 
The Darling Home for Kids 
5657 15th Side Road, 
Milton, Ontario L9E 0C8

Donation Amount
q  $250        q  $100        q  $50        q  Other $_________

Donation Type
q  One-Time        q  Monthly

Payment Details
q  I am enclosing a cheque, payable to               q  Please charge my 

Card Number: ____________________________________________________________ Expiry:________________________

Cardholder Signature:____________________________________________________CVV:________________________

Contact Information q This donation is ANONYMOUS.

Name (Mr./Mrs./Ms./Dr.):_________________________________________________________________________________

Company (if applicable):____________________________________________________________________________________

Address:___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone:________________________________________ E-Mail:________________________________________________

DONATE TODAY!
www.darlinghomeforkids.ca/donate

1-877-406-7673

www.darlinghomeforkids.ca 

I want to make 
a donation to

YES!

The Darling Home for Kids                              q  MasterCard       q  Visa       q  American Express

CHARITABLE  REGISTRATION  NUMBER: 888524840RR0001

Ambassador Patrons  
($250,000 - $499,999)
The Rogers Foundation
UPS Canada

Founding Patrons  
($100,000 - $249,999)
The Gear Foundation
Hoffmann-La Roche Limited
Naylor Building Partnerships Inc. 

Leaders ($50,000 - $99,999)
J.P. Bickell Foundation
The Oakville Community Foundation
Sargent Farms Ltd.

Benefactors ($25,000 - $49,999)
Aon
FDC Foundation
Rexall Foundation
Samuel, Son & Co., Limited

Builders ($10,000 - $24,999)
Ecclesiastical Insurance Office plc
James Hewitt
Keltech Ltd.
John & Michelle Scott

The following organizations and individuals are Major Donors who, through their 
giving between April 1, 2018 and March 31, 2019, have been added or elevated to 
another category on our Major Donor Wall.

CHANGES TO OUR 
DONOR WALL 

“The Darling Home for Kids is not 

only a great organization with 

a wonderful cause, but also an 

exceptional charitable partner.  

They have been a pleasure to 

deal with and the response from 

our customers with regards to 

our partnership has been great.  

We look forward to what the 

future holds with The Darling 

Home for Kids!”

David Sargent, Sargent Farms Ltd.


