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The Many Adventures of Summer
Summer holidays means something
different for everyone…. Teachers breathe
a sigh of relief as work draws to an end,
and they use the months ahead to unwind,
rejuvenate and reset for the year ahead.
Kids on the other hand, often wait with
anticipation for summer freedom and the
chance to stow their books under their
beds, and bring out the toys, games and
bikes to prepare for new adventures.
Parents have another perspective of
summer altogether. As the school year
draws to a close, they take a deep breath in
and try as best they can to prepare for the
coming 9 weeks. For many parents, these
weeks are not easy and this is especially
true for families who use The Darling
Home for Kids.
So what does The Darling Home for
Kids mean to families during these busy
summer months? For kids it means
FUN, adventures, friends, and making
memories. For their parents, it means rest,
rejuvenation, peace of mind and at times,
a life-sustaining break. It means there’s
one less week of coordinating with nurses
and respite workers to come in and out of
their home, and perhaps even
the chance to stretch those
resources just a little bit
further to make it to
the “Labour Day ﬁnish
line”. Let’s not forget
our siblings, who see
The Darling Home for
Kids as a way for them
to get mom and dad all
to themselves for a few
days. Maybe that means a
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trip to Canada’s Wonderland, camping in
Algonquin, or a movie night under the stars;
adventures that aren’t otherwise possible.
There is no “typical” day at The Darling
Home for Kids during summer. Each day
is different and unique; a chance to see
new faces, experience new things or even
experience old things again in a new way!
This summer, our kids enjoyed long walks
on a breathtaking new trail surrounded
by lush forestry and the fresh air of the
escarpment. They rolled around on ﬂoor
mats, relaxed in bean bags, snoozed in a
leaf swing chair, bounced in castles and
gazed at the mesmerizing colours of our
ﬁbre optic lights and bubble tubes. They
made music, crafted masterpieces, cuddled
under blankets and camped in forts made
of parachutes with stars on the canopy
above. They played dress up, had dance
parties, tasted homemade treats, watched
movies, ﬂoated away in the hydrotherapy
pool, made s’mores and even took cat naps
in the middle of the day (because let’s face
it, who doesn’t love to do that)! It has
been a blast with music, art, and recreation
therapists, and yes – our four-legged
therapists too – and each night our kids
were tucked into bed, tired but happy from
their day’s adventures.
Now with summer at an end, we return our
respite kids back home with their parents,
transition our residents back to school, and
prepare for our fall programs. There is no
ﬁnish line at The Darling Home for Kids,
because our kids and families need us 365
days of the year.
Here’s to more s’mores, story books,
slumber parties and nature walks in the
months ahead.

What an
Incredible
Time!
Over the 9 weeks of summer,
you have helped us make a
difference:

Almost
13,000 hours
of service were
provided across all
of our programs

48 unique
families
received care,
including 2 new
families

Over 230 hours
of therapeutic programming
were provided to our children,
including Art Therapy,
Recreation Therapy, Music
Therapy, and Pet Therapy

Thank you to our
donors, volunteers
and friends for your
continued support,
which has made this
possible!

Youth Making a Difference!
Catherine Pammenter, Akshay Khale,
EunSeo Choi, and Lushaa Duggal made a
difference this summer by being a part of
our Youth Summer Volunteer Initiative
(YSVI). The program, which has completed
its second successful year, was launched to
encourage youth to get involved and make
an impact in the lives of others.
Interested youth must apply and go
through a comprehensive screening and
interview process. The four successful

candidates were then oriented and trained
before beginning their month of service
with us here at the Home. Each youth
engages with us for a one-month period
that provides them with valuable skills and
experiences that they take with them into
future endeavours. The beneﬁts of having
these youth involved in the day-to-day
happenings of our Home creates ripples
outward as their presence affects our kids,
our staff, and our families.

Our Patrons
Thank you to our generous
Patrons whose support is
instrumental in enabling us to be
an oasis of comfort and joy for our
children and families.
GUARDIAN
Michele S. Darling & her family,
Michael, Daniel and Ryan Eagen
DISTINGUISHED PATRON
PCL Constructors
Canada Inc.
AMBASSADOR PATRON

“The YSVI program was an
incredible experience for
me and I am glad to have
spent my July at The
Darling Home for Kids.”
–Catherine Pammenter

“My motivation for applying to YSVI
was to expand my horizons and gain
knowledge as well as give back to
the community. These goals were
certainly met, as I learned a lot
about how to take care of the
kids at the Home and had a
blast working with them!”
– Akshay Khale

“During my volunteer experience,
I learned many valuable skills…
I learned to be more patient,
I became more creative
and more conﬁdent.
I became more
comfortable doing
activities with the kids.”
–Lushaa Duggal

“It was the little things that made a
difference. Anytime the youth spent oneon-one time with any of the kids, it was
clear how much the kids appreciated it.”
– Olivia, Personal Support Worker
The little things like…
….Catherine bringing in her beauty supplies
to provide spa days for all the girls!
…Akshay making a life-sized board game and
ensuring all the kids got a turn!

“The kids taught me
enthusiasm – happiness is
contagious, if I am excited
and pumped, the kids
will be too!”
–EunSeo Choi

…EunSeo spending one-on-one time going
for walks!
…Lushaa helping the kids to engage in a
Minion Party put on by our Recreation
Therapist!
These moments, and many more, solidify
the importance of this program – enhancing
the lives of the children that access our
Home, augmenting the services provided
by our trained frontline staff, and providing
once-in-a-lifetime opportunities for youth.

Information for the 2018 YSVI program will be available in January and the application
deadline is May 4th, 2018. Join us in thanking the Halton Region Community
Investment Fund for their three-year commitment to support this important program.
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Monte Carlo Hotel Motel
Innternational
FOUNDING PATRONS
Adelt Mechanical Works Ltd.
Christian’s Dream Foundation
Closing the Gap Healthcare Group
CV Technologies – COLD fX®
Dr. Jay Charitable Foundation
Hershey Canada Inc.
HOK Canada Urbana
Architects Inc.
Labatt Breweries of Canada
The Longo’s Family Charitable
Foundation
Mackenzie Investments
Barbara and William MacLean
Mattamy Homes
Novus Canada
The Ontario Trillium Foundation
Rotary Clubs of Ontario
UPS Canada
The Max Ward Family
West Mall Oldtimers
Anonymous

Are You in the Know?
Stay connected with The
Darling Home for Kids by
following us on our blog
and social media!
@darlinghome4kid
facebook.com/darlinghomeforkids
www.darlinghomeforkids.ca/blog

Celebrating 20 Years of Golf
challenging course known for its speed and
contour, tremendous elevation and truly
spectacular views.

Our Milestone Tournament
raises $60,000!
The 20th Annual Charity Golf Tournament,
presented by K-G Spray-Pak was an
opportunity to reminisce on the great golf,
great company, and great success we have
enjoyed over the last two decades. The
sold out tournament in support of The
Darling Home for Kids was
held on Tuesday, July
18th, 2017 at Clublink’s
Greystone Golf Club
in Milton. Golfers
hit the greens and
enjoyed the rugged and
scenic surroundings on a

The tournament was an amazing success,
raising over $60,000 in funds which helps
to ensure the ﬁnancial sustainability of our
core programs, maintains our unique Home,
and enriches the lives of families who
depend on The Darling Home for Kids.

JOIN US NEXT YEAR!
COMING
JULY
2018!

21st

We thank all of those who supported and
shared this milestone event with us!

Lunch ~ 18-Hole Best Ball ~ Dinner ~ Silent Auction

Sponsorship Opportunities Available
Learn more at
www.darlinghomeforkids.ca/golf

Thank you to our Generous Sponsors!
Presenting Sponsor

“19th Hole” Cocktail Reception Sponsor

Volunteer Sponsor

Dinner Sponsor

20th Anniversary Celebration Sponsor

The Darling/Eagen
Family

Lunch Sponsor

Entertainment Sponsor

Hole in One Sponsor

Hydration Sponsor

Putting Contest Sponsor

Print & Design Partners

Creative. Branding. Results.

Silent Auction Sponsor

Golfer Gift Sponsor

John McLaughlin
Photography Sponsor

Golf Cart Sponsor
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Frozen Treat Sponsor

Score Card Sponsor

Snack Sac Sponsor

Beat the Pro Sponsor

Game Card Sponsor

Wheels: Gaining Momentum
Thank you to
Our Generous
Sponsors
Presenting Sponsor

With triple the number of riders from last
year, our 7th Annual Wheels ride on Sunday,
June 25th was an overwhelming success,
raising over $140,000 for The Darling
Home for Kids!
In an ambitious “Wheels for Wheels”
campaign, net proceeds from this year’s
event went towards the purchase and
conversion of a wheelchair accessible
vehicle to help us transport our children
into the community.
We are extremely grateful to all who
participated or contributed to make this
day so successful!

“Fantastic event!!! We had a great ride and
thoroughly enjoyed all the other aspects of the
event. Was great to see the Home and some of
the kids and the band/music/food/swag was
amazing. The OCA would love to be involved
again next year.”
–Adam Morrow,
Ontario Cycling Association

Pace Car & Route Sponsor

Volunteer Sponsor

First Aid Sponsor

JOIN US NEXT YEAR!
Cyclist Lounge Sponsor

Sunday, June 24th, 2018

Rest Stop Sponsors

Mattamy National Cycling Centre –
Milton, ON
Whether you aspire to ride with the
pros or intend to cycle as a family, we
have routes designed for riders of all
ages and abilities!
Sponsorship Opportunities Available

www.ridewithwheels.ca
www.darlinghomeforkids.ca

Print & Design Partners

Creative. Branding. Results.

Join Our Growing
Community!

Donor Spotlight

Consider a Monthly
Donation to The
Darling Home for Kids

Joining our Kaleidoscope
Community is one of the greatest
ways you can give. One donation
each month, no matter the amount,
adds up to a world of difference!

Peter Gilgan
When we think about an athlete and
someone who is committed to sport, we
naturally think about the physical strength
of a person. For Peter Gilgan, his physical
strength is matched by his strength of spirit,
his dedication to help others, and his passion
for making a difference in his community. He
truly inspires everyone around him, both in
sport as well as in life, and his contributions to
The Darling Home for Kids, particularly in the
area of cycling, is unmatched.
In 2011, Peter Gilgan helped launch a cycling
fundraising event for The Darling Home for
Kids, with a goal to raise the funds needed to
build a wheelchair accessible playground. The
success of this inaugural event enabled the

YES!

I want to make
a donation to

q I consent to receive electronic mail
correspondence from The Darling
Home for Kids.

construction of a state-of-the-art playground
with ramps, activity centres and equipment,
all of which give our children the opportunity
to play at a park designed for their unique
needs. Since its inception, our Wheels event
has raised more than $600,000!

Join today using the donation slip
below, or by visiting us online at:
www.darlinghomeforkids.ca/
monthlygiving

We can’t thank Peter Gilgan enough for his
dedication to our organization and to the
establishment and continued success of our
Wheels event. It is a result of his support
that in 2016, the event expanded in scope
with additional riders and family participants
and is now held at the Mattamy National
Cycling Centre in Milton. In 2017 the event
tripled in size and is fast becoming the ride
to participate in for many avid cyclists and
cyclists at heart - even professional cyclists!

Donation Amount
q $250
q $100

q $50

q Other $_________

Donation Type
q One-Time
q Monthly
Payment Details
q I am enclosing a cheque, payable to
The Darling Home for Kids

DONATE TODAY!
www.darlinghomeforkids.ca/donate
1-877-406-7673

q Please charge my
q MasterCard

q Visa

q American Express

Card Number: ____________________________________________________________ Expiry:________________________

q Do not mail me newsletters,
promotions, reports or updates.

Cardholder Signature:____________________________________________________CVV:________________________

Donations of $15.00 or more will receive
a Charitable Tax Receipt.

Contact Information

q This donation is ANONYMOUS.

Name (Mr./Mrs./Ms./Dr.):_________________________________________________________________________________
Mail completed forms to:
The Darling Home for Kids
5657 15th Side Road,
Milton, Ontario L9E 0C8

www.darlinghomeforkids.ca

Company (if applicable):____________________________________________________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone:________________________________________ E-Mail:________________________________________________
CHARITABLE REGISTRATION NUMBER: 888524840RR0001

