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My family’s journey began four years ago when 
we were thrilled to fi nd out we would be giving our 
then, two-year-old Grayson, identical twin baby 
brothers. 

On April 29, 2011, our world came crashing down 
when, after a routine ultrasound, we were told 
one of our boys didn’t have a heartbeat, and the 
other one was in critical condition.  I was 32 weeks 
pregnant. 

Our sweet angel Ty was born still, and Madden was 
born fl at, but over the next few hours, after a blood 
transfusion and being resuscitated three times, he 
was fi nally stable enough to be airlifted out of the 
hospital to one that could better care for him. It 
was the most devastating day of our lives as we 
watched our boys, who hadn’t known a moment 
apart, go in completely separate directions.

For the next 56 days we lived by Madden’s side in 
the NICU.

He looked so perfect, so when they gave us the 
inevitable diagnosis of Cerebral Palsy it seemed 
unbelievable. We didn’t know anything about 
CP.  We felt completely lost and terrifi ed.  We were 
told that he would never know us. He would never 
interact with us, he would never walk or talk and 
would likely be fed by tube.

Over the past four years, Madden has proven them 
wrong in so many ways. This kid is a fi ghter. While 
he is visually impaired, he knows who everyone in 
his life is, by name. He smiles and laughs, can hold 
his head up and loves learning how to maneuver 
around in his walker. And the way he lights up 
around his big brother would melt your heart.

But life with Madden isn’t always easy. 

He does have a feeding tube. He has a seizure 
disorder. He is not yet capable of using his hands. 
Madden needs 100 percent support, 100 percent 
of the time. His equipment has taken over our 
house, including his wheelchair, bath seat, stander, 
paediatric stroller, walker, supportive seating 
devices, a medical bed, plus he wears leg braces 
and hand splints daily. He requires fi ve medications, 
three times a day.

His daily routine includes physiotherapy, speech 
therapy, occupational therapy…have I mentioned 
yet that my husband and I both work full time?

We discovered The Darling Home for Kids when 
we fi nally admitted to ourselves just how exhausted 
and overwhelmed we were.  Madden started by 
going for day respite. I remember being so nervous 
the fi rst time I dropped him off.  He can be a 
handful, but I was excited when I picked him up to 
learn that he had had an amazing day! He now goes 
for full weekends and we have no hesitations at all.

We have been so impressed with The Darling 
Home for Kids on every level. The care is second 
to none. The activities are designed to appeal to 
all the children, whether it’s therapy dogs, arts 
and crafts, swimming, the Snoezelen room…not to 
mention how beautiful, clean and fully accessible 
the Home and property are.

As much as we love Madden and love caring for 
him, caregiver burnout is a very real thing.

When he is at the Home it allows my husband 
and I time to reconnect with Grayson, reconnect 
with each other and reconnect with our sanity! 
It’s a time for us to remember that Madden’s 
diagnosis doesn’t defi ne our family.  I truly believe 
that at the end of the day when we have had some 
time to take care of ourselves it allows us to be 
better parents.

We are so grateful to the staff for treating our son 
like their own. There is a huge trust factor that goes 
along with leaving your non-verbal child in the care 
of others, and I can honestly say we have never had 
any doubt that he is being well taken care of.

I can’t imagine our lives now without The Darling 
Home for Kids. It means so much to our family.

- Kristine, Madden’s Mom
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