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There is no greater gift than happiness.
At The Darling Home for Kids, happiness
is a precious gift given by families, friends,
donors, staff, and volunteers. And when
children like 8-year old Holly come to
participate in the respite care program,
their happiness is returned tenfold.
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The

Gift of

Happiness
By Susan Cleland,
Volunteer Journalist

Born with schizencephaly, or clefts on
the cerebral hemispheres of her brain,
Holly has developmental delays, nausea,
vomiting, and is fed four times a day
through a gastrointestinal tube.

E

Earlier in the day, Holly was brought to

deep belly laugh, attracting other staff and

and... strike! Another joyous laugh from

The Darling Home for Kids by her father

volunteers to share in her delight. Holly

Holly which spread to the faces of all those

for a weekend stay. Her infectious smile

certainly reminded everyone around her

around her.

brightened as a round of greetings and

how fun and relaxing hydrotherapy can be.

warm welcomes were given. Holly cannot
communicate with words, but having
stayed at the Home previously, it was clear

Holly in the pool with
PSW Stephanie

how she felt about coming back for a visit

Holly also finds pleasure in going outside
to enjoy the lush gardens and trees, the
colours and movements of the wind
mobiles, and the playground. When she
is feeling a little tired, Holly finds quiet

and knowing what was in store for her.

comfort in having stories read to her and

Holly’s respite care allowed her parents to

music playing softly in the Snoezelen

have the weekend to themselves and spend

room. There, she can interact with the wall

some time with Holly’s younger sister. For

mounted computer, swing softly in the leaf

Holly, it gave her an opportunity to take
advantage of all that The Darling Home for

chair, watch colourful fish bounce around in

Kids has to offer.

bubble towers, or gaze at relaxing images
projected on the wall.

Holly’s muscles become stiff, so one of her
favourite activities is to take a break from

After lunch, it was on to another activity

It was heartwarming to see that Holly was

her wheelchair and spend some time in

Holly enjoys – bowling! Her wheelchair

a very happy little girl during her stay in

the hydrotherapy pool. Today, while being

was elevated and a blanket was placed on

respite care, and those around her shared

held in the water, Holly’s arms and legs

her lap. “Holly is getting much better at

in her joy. Happiness is truly an invaluable

were therapeutically stretched out and she

independently starting and maintaining eye

gift. When given, it can seem so small, but

enjoyed a relaxing massage. Just before

contact with the ball,” explained her nurse.

it’s like a pebble dropped in water creating

she got out of the pool, Holly burst out in a

The ball then rolled down the blanket

circles that travel on and on.
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A Summer of
Adventures
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Peter and Petrina Nesbitt are personally

S

aware of the challenges that families
face when caring for a child with complex

Summer 2014 kicked off with a bang and ended off
in style! With one of the busiest respite seasons in the
history of the Home, we provided over 9,500 hours of
service to 55 kids and families. This summer we added
art therapy to our programs, and also welcomed a new
Recreation Therapist to our team.

health issues, and it is this awareness that
motivates them to support The Darling
Home for Kids. “We know the toll that
it takes on families and how important
respite can be to help give parents a
breath of fresh air and perspective to face
the next day and the weeks ahead,” said
Petrina.

Petrina and Peter at the 2013
Comfort & Joy Gala Event

For the past two years, the Nesbitts have been a Silver Sponsor for the Comfort
& Joy Gala, which raises essential funds for our programs and services. Their
contributions have been through the Petrus Fund, which is a fund held within
the Oakville Community Foundation.
“We first came to know about the Home as a guest at the event three years
ago,” explains Petrina. “The Comfort & Joy Gala is a wonderful opportunity to
introduce new people to the organization, so each year we invite others to join
us at this very fun event so that they too can be inspired by the touching family
stories and the warmth that the evening brings.”
As the Vice Chair of the Board, Petrina knows that leadership can inspire others
to make a difference in their community. For her and Peter, that difference is
made at The Darling Home for Kids, a cause that is close to both their hearts.

Kids 4
Kids
Tatum, age 9, presents a
cheque to Development
Coordinator Jennifer
Young for $2,140, raised
from the sale of duct
tape wallets she hand
made in honour of her
friend and DHK client,
Callum.

Art Therapist Becky Hewis’
Tuesday sessions were
jam packed with colour,
as she used a variety of
mediums to encourage our
kids to play within the art
space. When choosing a
medium Becky commented,
“Hilariously, most of the
time it was paint – and almost every single child was okay
with getting as messy as humanly possible while creating!”
Many sessions ended with taking a trip around the garden,
looking for unusual colours and patterns, and helping the
kids to see that art truly is everywhere around us.
Our new Recreation Therapist, Sarah Bourbonniere
embarked on a journey around the world with our kids
this summer. Every Thursday kids were taken to a new
destination, from Mexico to Italy, South Africa to Japan.
Peals of laughter were heard as
children on safari “found” exotic
butterflies or indigenous bats
carefully scattered around the
grounds. From pop bottle bowling
to a pool noodle obstacle course
extravaganza on our front lawn,
Sarah and the kids had a blast
tearing around the Home.
Every child had a chance to
experience the fun and festivities this summer with the
help of our new therapeutic team members. No matter
what therapy it was, art or recreation, music or pet,
the beaming smiles and squeals of laughter were truly
therapeutic for the soul.

Celebrating Ten Years of Comfort Commemorative
Book and Video
A Decade of Joy

Milton Town Councillor Cindy Lunau and
Milton Mayor Gord Krantz

A

Anniversaries and birthdays often spark
thoughts of reflection and celebration, while
looking forward to the coming years. As The
Darling Home for Kids marks its 10th year
of service, there are reasons to both reflect
and celebrate.
Reflecting back to 1995, the reality of a
home-like facility dedicated to children with
life-limiting or life-threatening illnesses was
only a dream in the hearts of a community
of visionary volunteers. Their dream of a
home away from home where children and
their families could experience care, comfort
and compassion became a reality when the
doors to The Darling Home for Kids were
officially opened in September 2004.
On September 16th 2014, The Darling
Home for Kids held a wine and cheese
reception to acknowledge the milestone of

Guardian Michele Darling and Founding
Board Member David Bowker

having provided care for over a decade to
Ontario families. The reasons to celebrate
were many. We celebrated a community
that embraced and supported the vision of
building Ontario’s first paediatric hospice.
We celebrated our generous donors,
including our Guardians Michele Darling,
Michael Eagen and their family, who helped
us to continue our services and programs
for families. We celebrated our volunteers
who bring their skills, talents and their time
to help us fulfill our vision to be an oasis of
comfort and joy. Most of all, we celebrate
our children who fill our home with laughter
and love with each visit.

In honour of our 10 year anniversary,
a commemorative book entitled
“10 Years of Comfort, A Decade of
Joy” was published and a 45 minute
video “1995-2014: A Determined
Destiny” was produced. Both
capture the wonderful history of our
special home, and are available for
download on our website.

In the years ahead, The Darling Home for
Kids looks forward to continuing to provide
comfort, care and compassion to children
and their families.

Call:
877-406-7673 ext. 5

Interested in
volunteering
with us?



Yes!

I want to
make a
donation to

Donation Amount
o $250 o $100 o $50 o Other $__________

DONATE ONLINE!
www.darlinghomeforkids.ca/donate

Payment Details
o I am enclosing a cheque, payable to		

o Please charge my
The Darling Home for Kids		
o MasterCard o Visa

Thank You

o American Express

Card Number: ____________________________________________________________ Expiry:_____________________
Cardholder Signature:_________________________________________________________________________________

Contact Information__________________

o This donation is ANONYMOUS.

Name (Mr./Mrs./Ms./Dr.):________________________________________________________________________________
Company (if applicable):________________________________________________________________________________
Address:_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone:___________________________________ E-Mail:__________________________________________________
CHARITABLE
REGISTRATION NUMBER:

888524840RR0001

Mail completed forms to:
The Darling Home for Kids
5657 15th Side Road,
Milton, Ontario L9T 2X7

o

I consent to receive electronic mail correspondence
from The Darling Home for Kids.

o

Do not mail me newsletters, promotions, reports
or updates.

A valid e-mail address is required
to issue an electronic tax receipt.

www.darlinghomeforkids.ca
Donations
of $15.00 or more will
receive a Charitable Tax Receipt.

Golfers Tee Off for DHK
17th Annual Charity Golf Tournament Raises $50,000

I

It was a beautiful sunny day on July 21st
2014, when 120 golfers teed off at the
17th Annual Charity Golf Tournament in

17

support of The Darling Home for Kids. This

th

year’s tournament, hosted by long-time
event supporter K-G Spray Pak, took place
on the Copperhead Course at ClubLink’s
RattleSnake Point Golf Club, and raised
$50,000 for the Home.

Foursome from Host
Sponsor K-G Spray Pak

Thanks to Our
Event Sponsors
Host Sponsor

In addition to the usual Beat the Pro,
Longest Drive and Putting Contests,
participants enjoyed some on-course
entertainment with Todd Keirstead from
“Golf With Attitude”, who wowed everyone

Open Sponsor

with his amazing accuracy and long drives

The

Darling/Eagen Family

– all while hitting the ball from a golfer’s

Aprés Golf Reception Sponsor

Todd Keirstead truly does
“Golf With Attitude”

backside!

Legends Sponsors

Congratulations were in order for the
first place foursome from Brandes Asset

Thank you to our evening host Jim Kenzie

Managers, and second and third went to a

from the Toronto Star, the Liapis family

foursome from K-G Spray Pak and Cargojet,

for sharing their story, our dedicated

respectively.

volunteers who assisted with the planning

All proceeds from the tournament will
support the core programs and services
offered at The Darling Home for Kids. From
therapeutic programs such as hydrotherapy
and art therapy, to weekend or week-long

and execution of the tournament, and to all

Water Bottle Sponsor

Snack Sac and Table Sponsor

Classics Sponsors

auction and prize donors whose generous
contributions ensured the success of this
vital fundraiser.
Golf Cart Sponsor

Stay tuned for details regarding our 18th

is thanks to annual fundraisers like the golf

Annual Charity Golf Tournament, which will

tournament that we are able to provide

take place on Tuesday, July 21st, 2015 at

high quality care and support to families.

ClubLink’s Greystone Golf Club!

Our Patrons

GUARDIAN

Thank you to our
generous Patrons whose
support is instrumental in
enabling us to be an oasis
of comfort and joy for
children and families.

Michael, Daniel and Ryan Eagen

www.darlinghomeforkids.ca

Umbrella Sponsor

of the sponsors, individual golfers and silent

respite stays for medically fragile children, it

Michele S. Darling & her family,

DISTINGUISHED PATRON
PCL Constructors Canada Inc.

AMBASSADOR PATRON
Monte Carlo Hotel Motel
Innternational

Golf Ball Sponsor

Score Card Sponsor

Entertainment
Sponsor

Print and Design Partners

FOUNDING PATRONS
Adelt Mechanical Works Ltd.

Barbara and William MacLean

Christian’s Dream Foundation

Mattamy Homes

Closing the Gap Healthcare Group

The Max Ward Family

CV Technologies - COLD fX®

The Ontario Trillium Foundation

Dr. Jay Charitable Foundation

Rotary Clubs of Ontario

Hershey Canada Inc.

UPS Canada

HOK Canada Urbana Architects Inc.

West Mall Oldtimers

Labatt Breweries of Canada

Anonymous

The Longo’s Family Charitable Foundation

Cycling the Distance for Kids

T

The cool winds on the Escarpment on August
14th did not deter the dedicated cyclists
who took part in our 4th Annual Wheels
Event, presented by Mattamy Homes.

October. They were joined by a new group
of riders who completed a 35 kilometer
tour, and collectively raised $51,240 to
support our programs and services.

Many returning cyclists embarked on the 60
kilometer ride, including former Miltonian
and 10-time Ironman competitor Kevin
McDonald who pledged to raise funds for
the Home through his participation in the
Ironman World Championship in Hawaii in

Mattamy Homes has been the Presenting
Sponsor for the Wheels Event since its
inception, and they are instrumental in
ensuring the success of this fundraiser
through their sponsorship as well as
their employee participation in the ride.

The event was started in 2011 by Pete
Pomeroy, and to date has raised $360,000
for projects including our wheelchair
accessible playground, therapeutic garden
and renovations to a bedroom at the Home.
“It was exhilarating,” remarked event
Co-Chair Elizabeth Harding. “It was a
challenging ride and fundraising campaign.
Outside was chilly, but we made it and we
couldn’t be more proud!”

DHK Website
Gets a Face Lift

Thanks to a generous donation from Sway
Advertising, The Darling Home for Kids
launches a new website. Check out our
fresh new look, including our new blog,
going live in November.
www.darlinghomeforkids.ca
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