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Madden has a huge emotional reaction
to animals’ snuggles and kisses, and from
the smile on his face, he is telling everyone
how much he LOVES it! For Madden and
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an incredible place, and the Pet Therapy
program provides a furry friend that brings
him pure joy!
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Kevin McDonald is a True
Champion for our Children
Kevin McDonald is a 10-time Ironman
athlete and proud supporter of The Darling
Home for Kids.
Born and raised in Milton, Kevin is the
President of Novus Canada, a major national
advertising agency in Toronto. In 2012 he
participated in the fundraiser Wheels for The
Darling Home for Kids and surprised everyone
with a donation of $50,000, which was used
to construct a therapeutic sculpture garden at
the Home.
In October 2014, Kevin completed his tenth
Ironman - but this wasn’t just any Ironman,
it was the World Championship in Hawaii.
Competing with the world’s top athletes, Kevin
crossed the finish line in 13 hours and 51
minutes in some of the most grueling heat and
weather conditions that athletes can face in
the sport.
Kevin used his participation in Ironman Hawaii
as a catalyst to once again raise funds and
awareness for The Darling Home for Kids,
and at the Comfort & Joy Gala in November,
he presented a cheque on behalf of Novus
Canada in the amount of $105,300.
It is known that athletes that participate in
an Ironman competition need to have the
physical strength and muscles to endure
the process of swimming 2.4 miles, biking
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112 miles and then finishing off the day with a
marathon run. But for Kevin McDonald his
physical strength is matched by the strongest
muscle in his body - his heart. Kevin is passionate
about giving back to his community, and he
cares about our special Home. In the eyes of our
children, he is a champion for reasons different
than the medals he wears around his neck.

What an
Incredible Year!
In the last fiscal year, you have
helped us to make
a difference:

15 new
families engaged
countless
smiles and
giggles echoed

in our programs for the
first time, giving moms
and dads a much
needed break

through our
Home

312
therapeutic sessions

Kevin crosses the finish line at the Ironman
World Championship

We congratulate Kevin on his accomplishment
at the World Championship in Hawaii and thank
him for his incredible donation to our kids and
families.

“I was blown away by the incredible
kids and their devoted
families...and by the
amazing people
who care for them.”
- Kevin McDonald

were held ranging from music,
art, recreation, hydrotherapy,
pet therapy and the magic of
snoezelen - bringing joy and
unique experiences for
our children
over

36,000
hours of service were
provided to over 63
families across all
our programs

159
volunteers
rolled up their sleeves
to help, cumulatively
donating over
6,200 hours

Thank you to our
donors, volunteers and
friends for your continued support
which has made this possible!

Unconditional
Love from our
Four-Legged
Friends
In the field of holistic healing, Pet
Therapy utilizes the inherent humananimal bond for its incredible healing
powers. Through their innocence,
sincerity, unconditional love and
exuberance for life, animals have an
increasing presence in therapeutic care
for children with complex disabilities.
Pet Therapy offers an experience with
an animal that is non-judgmental, gives
affection unconditionally, and provides
opportunities for physical and
emotional therapy.
At The Darling Home for Kids, our
children are offered the gift of
friendship like no other through their

“At The Darling Home for Kids, Piper
participates in animal therapy where she
giggles at all of the slobbery wet kisses.” Erin Gibson, Piper’s Mom

www.darlinghomeforkids.ca

Greyhound Homie spreads joy to
Madden in our Pet Therapy Program

companionship and interaction with
specially trained service animals. The
ability to interact with an animal, be
it a dog or another furry friend, can
have a very positive impact on a child’s
quality of life, self-esteem and emotional
outlook. Whether children are curled
up with a dog for a snuggle on the couch,
walking the dog through the halls of the
Home, or receiving affectionate kisses,
there is incredible joy experienced
by our children when they engage in

this therapy, and children always look
forward to the next visit from their fourlegged friends.
The Pet Therapy program at The
Darling Home for Kids is made possible
by our partnership with St. John
Ambulance’s Therapy Dog Program,
which uses volunteers and certified
therapy dogs to allow our children the
ability to connect, to love and to be loved
by these incredible animals.

“My name is Homie. I am 11 years old and a retired racing
Greyhound; I am one of the most calming gentle dogs you
will ever meet. Within seconds of meeting someone new
I like to come over and lean up ever so lightly to make
sure that I am within petting reach. I know when to offer
kisses, when to simply lay down next to a child, and
when my unconditional love is needed most.
The occasional tug of my ear or tail does
not bother me, as I am trained to be a
friend no matter what. My favourite
part of being a therapy dog is
to spread a sense of calmness,
especially for the amazing
children at The Darling
Home for Kids.”
- Homie

Thank
you to St. John
Ambulance
volunteers for
making our Pet
Therapy program
possible

Congratulations
to our 2014-2015
Volunteer and
Donor Award
Recipients

Volunteer Spotlight
Rob Istead
Rob joined us as a family volunteer in the
summer of 2014 after he was introduced to
the charity through his employer, Chudleigh’s,
a local apple farm in Milton. From day one it
was evident that he was a natural. Rob can
often be overheard having long conversations
with our children, and although most of them
do not speak, he seems to understand exactly
what they are saying.
Always striving to go above and beyond,
Rob even took time out of his work day to
“pop over” on his lunch break to lend a hand
helping move furniture in our family room
for a special event. During the Christmas
season he braved an 8 hour day dressed up as
Santa for our Help Portrait event. Through
his literal sweat and sheer will power, 15
families have lasting holiday memories with a
jolly man in a red suit. One might think that 8
hours in a stifling red suit would be enough –
but Rob came back again to add his booming

RISING STAR AWARD
Rob Istead
BIG HEART AWARD
Susan Cleland
ANGEL OF THE YEAR
Tanatswa Dhliwayo

voice and good cheer for our annual Holiday
Party.

YOUTH IMPACT AWARD
Tatum Martino

For the impact he has had, one would think
Rob has been volunteering with us for years
- but in fact he was this year’s Rising Star
Award recipient at our Annual Volunteer and
Donor Recognition Event having joined our
team over the past year. Rob motivates and
inspires those around him with his compassion,
enthusiasm, and energy, and we are extremely
grateful for his ongoing volunteer support.

CORPORATE TEAM OF THE YEAR
Life Technologies
AWARD OF EXCELLENCE –
VOLUNTEER LEADERSHIP
Marjorie Corcoran
Maureen Lush
AWARD OF EXCELLENCE –
SPONSORSHIP, COMMITMENT AND
LEADERSHIP
K-G Spray Pak Inc.
FOUNDATION PARTNER OF THE YEAR
The Harold E. Ballard Foundation
The Mackenzie Investments Charitable
Foundation

Interested in volunteering at The Darling
Home for Kids? Call 877.406.7673 ext. 5

COMMUNITY FUNDRAISER
OF THE YEAR
The GTA AM Tour
Kevin McDonald
COMMUNITY PARTNER OF THE YEAR
The Monte Carlo Hotel Motel
Innternational
HELPING HAND AWARD
Greg Harding

Our Patrons
Thank you to our generous Patrons whose support is instrumental in enabling us to be
an oasis of comfort and joy for children and families.
GUARDIAN
Michele S. Darling & her family, Michael,
Daniel and Ryan Eagen
DISTINGUISHED PATRON
PCL Constructors Canada Inc.
AMBASSADOR PATRON
Monte Carlo Hotel Motel Innternational
FOUNDING PATRONS
Adelt Mechanical Works Ltd.
Christian’s Dream Foundation
Closing the Gap Healthcare Group

CV Technologies – COLD fX®
Dr. Jay Charitable Foundation
Hershey Canada Inc.
HOK Canada Urbana Architects Inc.
Labatt Breweries of Canada
The Longo’s Family Charitable Foundation
Barbara and William MacLean
Mattamy Homes
Novus Canada
The Ontario Trillium Foundation
Rotary Clubs of Ontario
UPS Canada
The Max Ward Family
West Mall Oldtimers
Anonymous

AWARD OF EXCELLENCE –
COMMUNITY LEADER
David C. Bowker

2014-2015 Volunteer and Donor Recognition
Event Award Recipients

Thank you to
our 16th Annual
Comfort & Joy
Gala Sponsors
Gold

Silver

Gala Boasts New Location in Burlington
and Raises an Incredible $135,000 for
The Darling Home for Kids
It was a strategic move that paid
off, big time.
At the beginning of 2014, the
Comfort & Joy Gala Committee, led
by the elegant duo, Maureen Lush and
Marjorie Corcoran, was faced with a tough
decision – to continue hosting the annual
Comfort & Joy Gala at the Liberty Grand in
Toronto, the signature event’s longstanding
location for over 10 years, or to make the
move into Halton, the region in which The
Darling Home for Kids resides.
“It was a decision by the Comfort & Joy Gala
Committee, with the Board of Directors’
approval, that we relocate the event to the
Burlington Convention Centre in Halton,”
said Gala Committee Chair, Maureen Lush.
“The charity is located in Halton, and many
of the event’s supporters reside in the
region. It made sense to keep the business
local.”
The evening, hosted by Global TV News
Anchor Susan Hay, took place on Thursday,
November 6th, 2014, at the Burlington
Convention Centre and was a remarkable
success raising over $135,000! Over
300 guests were privy to all of the perks
and pampering that continue to make our
Comfort & Joy Gala the must-attend event
of the season. From surprise swag bags,
to a sensational silent and live auction, and
glamorous goodie bags, every detail was
meticulously thought out and planned by
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the volunteer Gala Committee to ensure a
memorable evening for all.
Proceeds from the 16th Annual Comfort &
Joy Gala will support the ongoing operations
of The Darling Home for Kids. “2014 marks
the tenth year since we opened our doors and
hearts to families and children in need,” said
Executive Director Kristin Horrell. “While
our programs have continually evolved, the
Comfort & Joy Gala has remained a constant
for our organization, which for sixteen years
has been the cornerstone upon which we have
built and continue to operate our Home.”

The Darling/
Eagen Family
S T R O N G E R C O M M U N I T I E S T O G E T H E R TM

David Bowker and
Blythe Ward
The Petrus Fund (a fund held
within the Oakville Community
Foundation)

Diamond

Sweetheart

Global TV News Anchor, Susan Hay,
entertains guests as our emcee

Thank you to all longstanding and new
supporters of this special and important annual
event! Whether a sponsor, guest, auction
donor, or volunteer, you can take pride in
knowing your support plays a vital role in
helping to provide much needed care and
support to families in the community.

Tuesday, July 21St, 2015
1:00 PM Shotgun Start
Greystone Golf Club, Milton, ON
Lunch • 18-Hole Best Ball
Dinner • Silent Auction
Sponsorship opportunities are available!

Please mark your calendars for this year’s
Gala event on Thursday November 5th 2015
Learn more at www.darlinghomeforkids.ca/golf

There’s Nothing Like a
Home-Cooked Meal

Are You in
the Know?
Stay connected with
The Darling Home for
Kids by following us on
our blog and social media!

UPS Foundation Donates New Commercial Appliances
There’s nothing quite like the comforts
of home, including a delicious homecooked meal.
Thanks to a generous grant from the
UPS Foundation, The Darling Home for
Kids was able to purchase a commercial
grade refrigerator and freezer for our
kitchen, allowing us to provide more
efficient and quality care to our children.

Our new appliances were installed in
January, and right away the impact on
our day to day operations was apparent.
The units are able to keep up with
our high demands of use, especially
with frequent access during our busy
respite weekends! With commercial
thermometers, our staff have peace
of mind knowing that the food stored
inside is safe for our children to eat.

www.darlinghomeforkids.ca/blog
facebook.com/darlinghomeforkids
@darlinghome4kid

In addition to the refrigerator and
freezer, we were also able to purchase
a commercial stove and dishwasher to
truly upgrade all of the appliances in our
kitchen and provide the infrastructure
we need to support our programs and
services.
At The Darling Home for Kids, homecooked meals are an important part of
our program as we ensure that children
are able to eat nutritious meals prepared
by our staff and dedicated volunteers.

Our new commercial
refrigerator and freezer

Thank you to Julia Hanna, Longo’s and
HealthyFam for providing all the food for
our Family Holiday Party

Thank you to the UPS Foundation for
their generosity that enables us to
continue providing all the essentials of
home during our children’s stays with us.

Interested in making
a difference each and
every month?
Call: 877-406-7673 ext. 4 to join
our monthly giving program!

✁
Donation Amount

YES!

I want to make
a donation to

q I consent to receive electronic mail
correspondence from The Darling
Home for Kids.

q $250

q $100

q $50

q Other $_________

DONATE ONLINE!
www.darlinghomeforkids.ca/donate

Payment Details
q I am enclosing a cheque, payable to
The Darling Home for Kids

q Please charge my
q MasterCard q Visa

q American Express

Card Number: ____________________________________________________________ Expiry:________________________

q Do not mail me newsletters,
promotions, reports or updates.

Cardholder Signature:____________________________________________________________________________________

Donations of $15.00 or more will receive
a Charitable Tax Receipt.

Contact Information

q This donation is ANONYMOUS.

Name (Mr./Mrs./Ms./Dr.):_________________________________________________________________________________
Mail completed forms to:
The Darling Home for Kids
5657 15th Side Road,
Milton, Ontario L9T 2X7

Company (if applicable):____________________________________________________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone:________________________________________ E-Mail:________________________________________________
CHARITABLE REGISTRATION NUMBER: 888524840RR0001
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