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What an 
Incredible Year! 
Over our 2015-2016 Fiscal Year, you 
have helped us make a difference:

The Darling Home for Kids provides 

respite and other support so that 

families can live together in the 

community, however, there are times 

when a child’s medical needs are so 

significant that parents and loved ones 

are unable to continue providing care.  

In those circumstances, children need a 

place to call home.

Our residential program at The Darling 

Home for Kids expanded in the fall 

as we welcomed three new children. 

The program offers long term care to 

children who are unable to be cared 

for at home because of their significant 

medical needs. Even though a child 

may live with us on a full time basis, 

their parents and guardians remain an 

important part of their life. Through 

regular visits, participating in meetings 

and medical appointments, and 

dialoguing with staff, they are a vital 

resource in helping to guide the care of 

their child. At the same time, parents are 

comforted knowing their child is well 

cared for and instead of being a nurse 

for 24 hours a day, they can now focus 

on just being moms and dads.

Children in our residential program 

have routines just like any other child 
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A Place to Call Home

does - like attending school. Two of 

our new residents are school-aged 

and have enrolled in local schools, 

spending the last few months getting 

to know their classmates and settling 

in.  From community outings, like 

going to the movies, to participating 

in our therapeutic programming, 

our children are gaining valuable life 

experiences. 

In order to care for our new 

residents, we have been working 

hard to expand our team with 

additional nurses and personal 

support workers.  These dedicated 

professionals promote each child’s 

physical, social and emotional 

well-being.  We are fortunate to 

have caring staff who devote their 

careers to making a difference for 

our children. 

With wheelchair accessible spaces, 

tranquil gardens, specialized 

equipment, and a state-of-the-art 

building, children in our residential 

program live in an environment 

which has been designed to 

meet their unique needs. For our 

residents, The Darling Home for Kids 

is a perfect place to call home.

Over  
8,200 hours  

of service were 
contributed  by our 

dedicated  
volunteers

68 families  
received care this  

year, including  
17 new families

Over  
540 hours of 

therapeutic programming 
was provided to our children, 

including Art Therapy, 
Recreation Therapy, Music 

Therapy, Pet Therapy, 
Hydrotherapy,  

and Reiki

Over  
39,000 hours   

of service were 
provided across all  

of our programs

Thank you to our 
donors, volunteers 
and friends for your 
continued support 

which has made this 
possible!



Our Patrons
Thank you to our generous Patrons whose support is instrumental in enabling us 
to be an oasis of comfort and joy for children and families.

In the fall of 2015, Shalon approached 

The Darling Home for Kids looking for 

a volunteer opportunity.  She heard 

about the Home through a placement at 

another organization and was eager to 

gain more experience with children who 

are medically fragile and engage with our 

Home.  It did not take us long to realize 

that Shalon was a perfect fit for our kids, 

our staff, and our Home, and that she 

would most certainly make a profound 

difference.  

Her very first shift, Shalon was eager to 

know and gain as much knowledge as she 

could – she wanted to be the best support 

and volunteer possible and wanted all 

the information to do so.  Little did she 

know, it wouldn’t take long for the staff 

and kids to adore her and look forward 

to her times volunteering.  A quiet and 

gentle young woman, Shalon can be seen 

in the Home taking the children for walks, 

doing crafts, and playing games.  She 

tries hard to engage with each of the kids 

individually and get to know each on a 

GUARDIAN
Michele S. Darling & her 
family, Michael, Daniel 
and Ryan Eagen 
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A Spotlight on Frontline Volunteer, Shalon Lewis
A Giving Heart

COMMUNITY PARTNER OF THE YEAR 
Mattamy Homes

COMMUNITY FUNDRAISER OF THE YEAR  
Zumba-thon (Party for Piper)

FOUNDATION PARTNER OF THE YEAR 

Children’s Impact Foundation 
The Henslow-Brown Foundation

AWARD OF EXCELLENCE -  

Sponsorship, Commitment and Leadership 

TD Bank

AWARD OF EXCELLENCE -  

Community Leader 

Lana Palmer

CORPORATE TEAM OF THE YEAR 

UPS Canada

ANGEL OF THE YEAR 
Deena O’Hare

BIG HEART AWARD 

Maureen Socha

RISING STAR AWARD 
Shalon Lewis 

AWARD OF EXCELLENCE -  

Volunteer Leadership 

Elizabeth Harding 
Steven Hart 
Petrina Nesbitt 
Marion Quinlan 

YOUTH IMPACT AWARD 

Violet, Tabitha, and Claire Baratto 

HELPING HAND AWARD 
Jean Crescenzi 

CORPORATE PARTNER OF THE YEAR  
Naylor Group Inc.  
Tandia

SOCIAL FUNDRAISER OF THE YEAR 

Jimmy Brennan  
Chris Swartz

Celebrating our 
Volunteers & Donors  
Congratulations to our 2015-
2016 Volunteer & Donor 
Award Recipients!

Barbara and William MacLean

Mattamy Homes

Novus Canada

The Ontario Trillium Foundation

Rotary Clubs of Ontario 

UPS Canada

The Max Ward Family

West Mall Oldtimers

Anonymous

DISTINGUISHED PATRON
PCL Constructors  
Canada Inc. 

AMBASSADOR PATRON
Monte Carlo Hotel Motel 
Innternational

personal level – it is inspiring to watch.  She 

is helpful to the staff, always lending a hand 

and picking up shifts if other volunteers are 

unable to make it. 

In her short time here at the Home Shalon 

has not only given over 180 hours of her 

time, but has also been an encouragement 

to all.  She is kind, helpful, compassionate, 

dedicated, and more! She has been an 

absolutely wonderful addition to our 

frontline volunteer team and we are 

thankful for her passionate personality 

and giving heart that always goes above 

and beyond.

Shalon spending some quality one-on-one 
time with a child at the Home.
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It was an incredible journey ‘down the 

rabbit hole’ on Thursday, November 

5th, 2015, as The Darling Home 

for Kids celebrated “An Evening in 

Wonderland” – the 17th Annual 

Comfort & Joy Gala, presented by  

TD Bank.

The Burlington Convention Centre 

was transformed into a whimsical and 

wondrous adventure in the spirit of 

17th Annual Comfort & Joy 
Gala Raises $135,000

 Thank you to our 
17th Annual Comfort 
& Joy Gala Sponsors

Our Presenting Sponsor 

Gold Sponsor 

Silver Sponsors 

Diamond Sponsors 

Sweetheart Sponsors 

Design Partner

Print Partner

Presents:TD Wealth

Thursday,  
November 3rd, 2016  

Burlington Convention Centre

6:00PM: Cocktails & Auction
7:30PM: Dinner & Entertainment 
Sponsorship opportunities are available!

Learn more at www.darlinghomeforkids.ca/gala

An Evening in 
Wonderland

Alice in Wonderland, 

equipped with 

curious oysters, dodo 

birds, mystery boxes, 

dinner with the Queen of 

Hearts, and a visit from the 

Mad Hatter!

Our sincerest thanks go out to all of our 

event supporters, including sponsors, 

donors, guests and volunteers, whose 

outstanding generosity allowed us to 

surpass our initial fundraising goal!  

Additional thanks go out to the talented 

and hard-working members of the 

Comfort & Joy Gala Committee, who 

worked tirelessly throughout the year to 

bring this event to life.

David Bowker and 
Blythe Ward

The Darling/
Eagen Family 

The Petrus Fund (a fund held within the 
Oakville Community Foundation)

Creative. Branding. Results.



q  I consent to receive electronic mail 
correspondence from The Darling  
Home for Kids.

q  Do not mail me newsletters,  
promotions, reports or updates.

Donations of $15.00 or more will receive 
a Charitable Tax Receipt. 

Mail completed forms to: 
The Darling Home for Kids 
5657 15th Side Road, 
Milton, Ontario L9T 2X7

Donation Amount

q  $250        q  $100        q  $50        q  Other $_________

Payment Details

q  I am enclosing a cheque, payable to         q  Please charge my 

       

Card Number: ____________________________________________________________ Expiry:________________________

Cardholder Signature:____________________________________________________________________________________

Contact Information q This donation is ANONYMOUS.

Name (Mr./Mrs./Ms./Dr.):_________________________________________________________________________________

Company (if applicable):____________________________________________________________________________________

Address:___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone:________________________________________ E-Mail:________________________________________________

DONATE TODAY!
www.darlinghomeforkids.ca/donate
1-877-406-7673
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I want to make 
a donation to

YES!

The Darling Home for Kids                              q  MasterCard       q  Visa       q  American Express

“There are so many people who are in need, 

and if I’m privileged, I don’t see any reason 

why I shouldn’t give back,” explained 

Oakville resident, Stephen Goodrich.  “It’s a 

very natural course for me.”

Stephen worked on Bay Street, in 

Toronto, in money market and foreign 

exchange.  His impressive career then 

evolved to investment banking, and 

examining cash flow and risk exposure in 

companies around the world.  Expanding 

on his passion for analyzing business 

opportunities, Stephen created and 

operated, “Some Like It Hot”, which 

grew into a thriving hot pepper sauce 

proprietorship in Oakville, Ontario.

After 17 very successful years, Stephen let 

his business wind down, and shortly after 

that, he founded The Stephen C. Goodrich 

Foundation working with his investment 

advisor, Kriss Bush at TD Bank.  “I felt very 

fortunate and comfortable financially,” said 

Stephen, “and I became more interested 

in giving back and giving to people in need.   

Kriss is a CPA and Chartered Investment 

Manager who has a strong understanding 

of charitable giving, and he is one of my main 

contacts at TD Bank. Kriss introduced me 

to several charities.  I was considering The 

Donor Spotlight – Stephen Goodrich
Darling Home for Kids, so I was introduced to 

Executive Director, Kristin Horrell.”  

“I chose The Darling Home for Kids because 

this is a more personal way to donate, rather 

than just sending off cheques in the mail.  I 

also get a chance to meet a lot of really great 

people who are doing really hard work for 

these amazing kids,” said Steve.  

In addition to his philanthropy that helps to 

provide an abundance of comfort and joy to 

children and families in need, Stephen also 

plays squash three times a week, plays guitar 

in a band, and enjoys exotic cars. Stephen’s 

two sons Jeff, who is 25 years old and just 

graduated from the University of Waterloo, 

and Zach, 23, who is completing his Master’s 

in Finance at McGill University, are a source of 

great pride for Stephen,  “My sons are taking 

cue from me and are getting on the right path 

to continue the voyage of giving back.”

Stephen’s journey from years of hard work 

and dedication to his mathematical mind has 

led him to accomplishing his goal of giving back 

and improving the lives of those in need.  

The Darling Home for Kids appreciates 

Stephen’s generosity through the Stephen C. 

Goodrich Foundation and is proud to name 

our hydrotherapy pool room in his honour.

✁

CHARITABLE  REGISTRATION  NUMBER: 888524840RR0001

Stay connected with The 
Darling Home for Kids by 
following us on our blog 
and social media!

www.darlinghomeforkids.ca/blog

facebook.com/darlinghomeforkids

@darlinghome4kid

Are You in the Know?  

Stephen Goodrich of The Stephen C. Goodrich 
Foundation in the hydrotherapy pool room.
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The Darling Home for Kids launched its 

first Adopt a Wish Executive Challenge 

last September.  This unique and exclusive 

opportunity challenged seven executives 

from local corporations who were inspired 

by the Home’s vision and wanted to make a 

difference in their local community.  Each 

executive selected a list of wishes and 

they engaged others to help them raise the 

funds needed to grant these wishes for our 

children at the Home. The list of wishes 

included categories such as core programs 

and operations, therapeutic programs, and 

general wishes.

While other children may wish for a toy, a 

new video game, or a trip to Disneyworld, 

children at The Darling Home for Kids have 

wishes that are unique. They wish for things 

that other children may take for granted, 

like a child in a wheelchair learning how to 

ride a bike, or a young boy with seizures 

going to camp, or a girl who cannot speak 

making sounds with music.  They wish BIG 

(and small) and they too deserve to have 

their wishes come true.  With each granted 

wish, the executives made dreams come 

true for our medically complex children.

The Adopt A Wish Executive Challenge, 

has been a rewarding experience for the 

staff and families here at the Home, and 

also for our donors as they realize the 

impact of their giving. Not only did many 

new faces join our league of heroes, but 

the dollars raised will go a long way to 

helping us achieve our mission.  Collectively, 

these executives pledged to raise $34,475, 

however, the results of their efforts  

realized $38,845!

I Wish I May, I Wish I Might

641C
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Local Executives Grant Wishes for Children at DHK

The funding will go towards purchasing 

items such as linens, arts and craft supplies, 

Snoezelen equipment, a photography 

session for our children, USB keys for our 

family legacy photos, a new waterfall pump, 

11 sessions of Art Therapy, 7 sessions 

of Recreation Therapy, Pet Therapy, 

Music Therapy and 23 weekends of core 

programming for our children! 

Would you like to join the Adopt 
a Wish Challenge this year?  
We are seeking participants for 
this year’s campaign and invite 
YOU to participate! You too can 
make a difference and help grant 
wishes for our children.  Contact 
Melody Jackson, Development 
Manager at (905)878-7673  
ext. 203 for more information!

Rachel Bibby 
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Human Resources  
Schneider Electric

Chris Swartz 
VP, Supply Chain 
Wolseley Canada

David Gallinger 
President & General 
Manager  
Gallinger Ford Lincoln

Kevin McDonald 
President  
Novus Canada

Jean Crescenzi 
Chief Technical Officer  
Colosseum Online Inc.

Kelly Gray 
Director, Engineering 
& Technical Support  
Sofina Foods

Crystal Paulitzki 
General Manager  
Flaghouse

Executives

Upcoming Events

19th Annual

Tuesday, July 26th, 2016
Greystone Golf Club
www.darlinghomeforkids.ca/golf

Sunday, June 26th, 2016
Mattamy National Cycling Centre
www.darlinghomeforkids.ca/wheels

OPEN HOUSE  
Thursday, May 12th, 2016
2:00 - 7:00 PM
Join us for a tour of  
The Darling Home for Kids!

To learn more about our upcoming events, please contact Meagan Shepherd, Events & Marketing Coordinator 
at (905)878-7673 ext. 232.


