Homefront

Fall/Winter
2015 Newsletter

Donor
Cycling Spotlight

with
Heart

A Hole in
One for DHK
18th Annual Charity
Golf Tournament
Raises $45,000

Gifts of
Collaboration

Summer Fun
For many, the summer months are a
time of going on vacations, relaxing, and
taking a slower pace - but at The Darling
Home for Kids, the very opposite is true.
Summer is our busiest time of year, when
our Home is filled with children, and each
day is jam-packed with FUN! ...

www.darlinghomeforkids.ca

Summer Fun
at The Darling
Home for Kids
... Our summer planning starts in February
when we send out the much anticipated
respite request form to our families. As
soon as that email arrives in parents’ inboxes,
they eagerly click on the link and put in their
requested dates for summer. With the needs
of 63 families captured, our Clinical Manager
schedules summer respite. Much like putting
together a giant puzzle, she ensures we meet
the needs of every child on our roster – and
so the planning for summer begins. In the
following months, we finalize our therapeutic
programs, ensuring kisses from our therapy
dogs are on different days than musical
melodies from our Music Therapist, or when
canvases get a splash of colour with our Art
Therapist. Each day there is a therapeutic
program in store for our kids. Then comes
the heart of the Home – our team. With
careful staff recruitment, team meetings
and training sessions, and with the help of
our committed and passionate volunteers,
we have all of our super stars to make the
summer a smashing success.

Dylan having a blast during an Art Therapy
session with Becky this summer.

This summer was filled with the smiles
of our children engaging in unique and
enriching experiences. Each night our
children curled into bed, tired out after a
long day, and dreaming of the excitement
that the next day would bring. Sometimes
our children were even lulled to sleep
with tranquil music by our Harp Therapist.
We also welcomed 5 new children to our
programs this summer, and whether they
started their respite journey in our day
program, or jumped into an overnight stay,
these children all experienced our summer
programs in full swing!
THANK YOU to all of our caring staff,
dedicated volunteers, and generous
donors who made this a summer to
remember for our children!
Before we know it, our respite form will
land in parents’ inboxes and the planning
for summer 2016 will begin.

Stay connected with The Darling Home for Kids by following us on
our blog and social media!
facebook.com/darlinghomeforkids

www.darlinghomeforkids.ca

Over the 8 weeks of summer, you
helped us to make a difference:

56 families
received care this
summer, including
5 new families

Over
10,000 hours
of service were
provided across all
of our programs

75
therapeutic
program sessions were held
for the children, including Art
Therapy, Recreation Therapy,
Music Therapy, Pet Therapy,
Bedtime Harp Therapy and
Hydrotherapy

Over
1,500 hours

Are You in the Know?
www.darlinghomeforkids.ca/blog

What an Incredible
Summer!

@darlinghome4kid

of service were
offered by our
dedicated
volunteers

Thank you
to our donors,
volunteers and friends
for your continued
support which
has made this
possible!

Gifts of Collaboration
By: Sherry Prenevost, Volunteer Photographer
Photography is a powerful form of human
communication. Through it we bear
witness to our lives and the lives of others.
Recently, I was invited to share time with
the children and staff at The Darling
Home for Kids and asked to capture the
moments of human interaction as the
children experienced their day.
The day was magical, filled with the
emotion of experiencing the genuine
care and compassion demonstrated by
each and every staff member towards
the children and one filled with awe in
witnessing the moments of connection,
caring and hope experienced by the
children. Each interaction witnessed was
one of dignity, gentleness and regard.

Mississauga Camera Club and the world
renowned organization: PhotoSensitive
joined in celebrating the daily lives of the
children and staff at The Darling Home
for Kids. Every photographer was deeply
impacted by the experience, touched
by the struggles, challenges, joys and
celebrations in each child’s life.
Our lives were enlarged that day.
It is a place where one is gifted far more
than one can give.
www.sherryprenevostphotography.com
www.photosensitive.com

Touched by the experience,
I reached out to fellow
photographers who also came to
give their time and photograph.
Photographers from the

The surroundings and environment at The Darling
Home for Kids is a canvas! I had the pleasure of
working with Becky - a highly trained art educator
that was sensitive and engaging with the kids in the
art program. The flow of creativity comes “natural”
in nature. The separate cedar structure has a
panoramic view of the woods! I felt like I was in a
Group of Seven painting and I was the painter with
my photography of the kids while they were involved
in their scheduled healing art programs!
A truly rewarding experience - Frank MAZZUCA

Darlene’s Journey

- An Inspiring Children’s Book
Susan Cleland, one of the Home’s dedicated
volunteers, became inspired to write this
heartwarming tale about a
courageous journey
children with special
needs persevere through
to see life from their own
beautiful and unique
perspectives.
The artwork in the book was
created by children and families
at The Darling Home for Kids
and all proceeds from the sale
of Darlene’s Journey are being
donated to the Home.
For more information about Darlene’s Journey,
or to purchase a book, visit:
www.darlinghomeforkids.ca/darlene

“Today we live in an increasingly visually driven world. In a landscape inundated with information, a good picture can be the marker that draws someone’s
attention. Most recently we engaged a number of acclaimed photographers to help us draw attention to the needs of our children by taking pictures capturing
them participating in our programs. These pictures will gain the attention of new donors and can help a family see the joy their medically fragile child
experiences while in our care. A flash of hope and inspiration to last a lifetime. We are so grateful! Through their exceptional photographs we showcase the
fulfillment of our mission at The Darling Home for Kids.” - Melody Jackson, Development Manager, The Darling Home for Kids

Our Patrons
Thank you to our generous Patrons whose support is instrumental in enabling us to be an oasis of comfort and joy for children and families.
GUARDIAN
Michele S. Darling & her family, Michael,
Daniel and Ryan Eagen
DISTINGUISHED PATRON
PCL Constructors Canada Inc.
AMBASSADOR PATRON
Monte Carlo Hotel Motel Innternational

FOUNDING PATRONS

Hershey Canada Inc.

Novus Canada

Adelt Mechanical Works Ltd.

HOK Canada Urbana
Architects Inc.

The Ontario Trillium Foundation

Labatt Breweries of Canada

UPS Canada

The Longo’s Family Charitable
Foundation

The Max Ward Family

Christian’s Dream Foundation
Closing the Gap Healthcare
Group
CV Technologies – COLD fX®
Dr. Jay Charitable Foundation

Barbara and William MacLean
Mattamy Homes

Rotary Clubs of Ontario

West Mall Oldtimers
Anonymous

Thank you to
our 18th Annual
Charity Golf
Tournament
Sponsors
Our Presenting Sponsor

A Hole in
One for DHK

Open Sponsor
The Darling/
Eagen Family

18th Annual Charity Golf
Tournament Raises $45,000

It was a fun-filled and fabulous day
at Greystone Golf Club on Tuesday,
July 21st, as 130 golfers teed off for
an enjoyable, but challenging round

Legends Sponsors

of golf nestled
along the Niagara
Escarpment. The
18th Annual Charity
Golf Tournament, was
once again presented by K-G
Spray-Pak Inc., and raised much-needed
funds and awareness for the Home.

Classics Sponsors

For more information about our Annual
Charity Golf Tournament, please visit our
website: www.darlinghomeforkids.ca/golf

Reserve Your Foursome
for Next Year!
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Tuesday, July 26th, 2016
K-G Spray-Pak has had a long standing relationship
with this fine event, and were proud to be the Presenting
Sponsor. Our relationship with The Darling Home for
Kids goes back many years, and we are privileged to have
been involved since the beginning. - Nick Ferring, VP
Business Development, PLZ Aeroscience Corporation

www.darlinghomeforkids.ca

Greystone Golf Club – ClubLink
Lunch • 18-Hole Best Ball
Dinner • Silent Auction
Sponsorship opportunities are available!

Learn more at www.darlinghomeforkids.ca/golf

SAVE THE DATE

Wheels 2016
June 26th
Mattamy National
Cycling Centre

Cycling With Heart
Although a bit chilly from what one would expect of
an afternoon in August, conditions were perfect for
20 cyclists who hit the pavement on Wednesday,
August 26th for a scenic ride through the backroads
of the Niagara Escarpment in support The Darling
Home for Kids! The 5th Annual Wheels for The
Darling Home for Kids event, once again presented by
Mattamy Homes, was an amazing success, exceeding its
fundraising goal, and raising over $63,000!!
Proceeds from this year’s event will support essential
upgrades to the Home, and help to ensure that respite,
palliative, and residential care is available to families when
they need it the most!
www.darlinghomeforkids.ca/wheels

After participating for the first time in Wheels for The Darling Home for Kids, I truly
felt as though I had gained the most from this experience. It is a truly special place and
deserves more of our support. When I got home and closed out the evening with my
family and gave everyone an embrace, I considered our good fortune in having two
healthy boys but I also thought about how grateful I would be to make use
of The Darling Home for Kids if our kids or family needed it. My very
special thanks to everyone at The Darling Home for Kids for an amazing
experience and for what you provide to people in need. Thank you!
-Nick Hamilton

www.darlinghomeforkids.ca

In 2014, thanks to our Wheels event and a
grant from The Harold E. Ballard Foundation,
we were able to renovate our medication room
at the Home to create a functional and
safe space for our
nursing staff.

Our 20142015 Annual
Report is Now
Available for
Download! Visit
www.darlinghomeforkids.ca
to get your copy!

Our Commitment to Our Donors
At The Darling Home for Kids we are
committed to maximizing every dollar we
raise, so it can have the largest possible
impact on our programs and services. This
can be seen in many ways:
- Cross functionality and efficiency in all
levels of our staff. Our management,
administrative, building maintenance and
fundraising staff combined consist of
only 5 full time staff and 2 part time staff.
We are a small but highly efficient team!
- Volunteers are leveraged to their
fullest potential – From administrative
volunteers, maintenance volunteers and
front line peer and family volunteers, our
organization benefited from over 6,250
hours of volunteer support last year – At

Donor Spotlight
“To make the world a better place for
children.”

$20/hr this would represent $125,000 in
savings to the organization.
- We do not outsource our fundraising.
We believe that dedicated staff who are
passionate about the work that we do are
our biggest ambassadors for raising funds.
Similarly we do not engage the services of
third party companies for our silent auctions
or event services - this means that every
dollar raised can support our programs.
As an organization we know the importance
of the services that we provide to our families.
That drives us in all that we do, and our donors
and supporters can take comfort in knowing
that their donations are going exactly where
they should – to put smiles on our children’s
faces.

The KRG Children’s
Charitable Foundation

associates, friends and family to
contribute a percentage of everything
they earn towards philanthropy.

That is the mantra and mission of Steven
The KRG CCF first became involved
Wise, Chairman and CEO of KRG
Insurance Group and founder of The KRG with The Darling Home for Kids in 2014,
Children’s Charitable Foundation. Beyond providing a grant that would allow us to
purchase a Hannah Bed – a specialized
the dollars donated by KRG CCF to help
make our children’s lives healthier, happier crib for our children. In 2015 they also
made a significant contribution to support
and safer, Steven Wise continually
our therapeutic programming.
encourages other corporations, business

✁

Introducing...

Help grant a wish to bring joy to
children at The Darling Home for Kids!
Rachel Bibby, Schneider Electric
David Gallinger, Gallinger Ford Lincoln
Jean Crescenzi, Colosseum Online Inc.
Kelly Gray, Sofina Foods
641C Novus Canada
Kevin McDonald,
570C
Chris Swartz,446C
Wolseley Canada
Crystal Paulitzki

Executives
in the work that
they do…

in the heart that they show

Grant a Wish or Learn More by visiting:
www.darlinghomeforkids.ca/adoptawish

DONATE TODAY!

Donation Amount

YES!

I want to make
a donation to

q I consent to receive electronic mail
correspondence from The Darling
Home for Kids.

q $250

q $100

Dream Makers

q $50

q Other $_________

www.darlinghomeforkids.ca/donate
1-877-406-7673

Payment Details
q I am enclosing a cheque, payable to
The Darling Home for Kids

q Please charge my
q MasterCard q Visa

q American Express

Card Number: ____________________________________________________________ Expiry:________________________

q Do not mail me newsletters,
promotions, reports or updates.

Cardholder Signature:____________________________________________________________________________________

Donations of $15.00 or more will receive
a Charitable Tax Receipt.

Contact Information

q This donation is ANONYMOUS.

Name (Mr./Mrs./Ms./Dr.):_________________________________________________________________________________
Mail completed forms to:
The Darling Home for Kids
5657 15th Side Road,
Milton, Ontario L9T 2X7

Company (if applicable):____________________________________________________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone:________________________________________ E-Mail:________________________________________________
CHARITABLE REGISTRATION NUMBER: 888524840RR0001

www.darlinghomeforkids.ca

