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Changing Your 
Perceptions:   
One Superhero  
at a Time
I hope one day you 
interact with our 
children and have the 
opportunity for them 
to reach out, grab your 
hand, give a high five or 
even say thank you.



What an 
Incredible 
Year! 
In our 2017-2018 fiscal 
year, you have made a 
difference:

Written By: Maddison Gilmour, RN, 
Client Care Coordinator

I am the Client Care Coordinator at The 

Darling Home for Kids, and a nurse. When 

I tell people what I do - that I work at a 

children’s home and hospice - the response 

I often get is “that must be so sad”. It’s true 

we deal with sadness; it’s the nature of 

walking a child through to the end of their 

life. However, it isn’t all sad. 

When you first meet our children, the words 

wheelchair, disability, special needs and 

fragile may come to mind, and maybe even 

death, sadness, fear or pity, but once you get 

to know our kids your perspective changes. 

Instead of seeing disability, sadness or pity, 

you see joy, life, happiness, bravery, courage, 

inspiration and superheroes. Yes, I call our 

kids superheroes. They go through more 

than any of us will ever go through in our 

lives and they handle it with all the grace 

and courage imaginable. Our kids have life 

limiting illnesses, many of whom won’t live to 

see their 25th birthday, and there may not 

be much we can do to change that. What we 

can do is make the best of every day. 

We can improve their quality of life by 

having dance parties, swimming, playing 

musical chairs, watching movies, having 

water balloon fights, and playing at the 

park. We can give them a chance to be kids; 

to feel the wind blowing through their hair 

on the swing, to feel free while swimming 

in our hydrotherapy pool, to smile or laugh, 

to listen to music and dance to it whatever 

way they choose. That’s what being a kid 

is about. 

We allow parents to forget about the 

tough stuff. The feeding tubes; seizures 

that make their child turn blue right in front 

of their eyes; lifting their child in and out 

of a wheelchair into bed or the shower; 

countless medications; and the stress of not 

knowing when the other shoe will drop. We 

allow them to forget about that for a short 

period of time while their child is with us. 

At the end of the day, it’s not about the 

money you’ve made, or things you’ve 

bought, it’s about the relationships you’ve 

built, the impact you’ve had on others and 

what you’ve chosen to do with your life that 

really counts. I hope one day you interact 

with our children and have the opportunity 

for them to reach out, grab your hand, give 

a high five or even say thank you. In that 

moment, you will know that what you’ve 

done for our home is ALL worth it.  

I’ve had the privilege of reading “Wonder”, 

a book about a boy with a disability, to one 

of our residents. In it they say, “I think there 

should be a rule that everyone in the world 

should get a standing ovation at least once 

in their life.” Our kids, the superheroes of 

our story at The Darling Home for Kids, give 

you a standing ovation, because you all have 

done something amazing! 

Over  
53,600 hours 

of service were 
provided across all 

of our programs

Over 5,640 hours 
of therapeutic programming 

were provided to our children, 
including Art Therapy, 

Recreation Therapy, Music 
Therapy, and Pet Therapy

www.darlinghomeforkids.ca 

58 unique 
families   

received care, 
including 13 new 

families

Changing Your Perceptions
One Superhero at a Time

Thank you to our 
donors, volunteers 
and friends for your 
continued support, 

which has made this 
possible!



Award of Excellence – Community 
Leader

Petrina Nesbitt

Rising Star

Jodi Bridge

Big Heart

Rachel Pacheco

Angel of the Year

Hanna Grierson

Helping Hand

Shalon Lewis

Volunteer Team of the Year

St. Peter Chaldean Catholic Church 
Youth Group

Youth Impact

Saffyre Flood

Award of Excellence – Volunteer 
Leadership

Jennifer Aubertin

Generations of Generosity

The Badovinac Family

Community Partner of the Year

Sargent Farms Ltd.

Community Fundraiser of the Year

100 Guys Who Care Oakville

Social Fundraiser of the Year

Frank Doracin

Award of Excellence – Sponsorship, 
Commitment and Leadership

Fish Out of Water Design Inc.
Gallinger Ford Lincoln

Corporate Partner of the Year

Samuel, Son & Co., Limited
WSI Sign Systems Ltd.

Foundation Partner of the Year

The Rogers Family

Celebrating our 
Volunteers & 
Donors
Congratulations to our 2017-
2018 Award Recipients
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We  Our 
Volunteers! 
A quick glance at the impact 
our volunteers made during 
our 2017-2018 fiscal year.

At an estimated  
hourly wage of $20, volunteer 

efforts combined for a total  

savings of over 
$202,000!

Together they  
contributed over 

10,100 hours  
of volunteer  

service

A Rising Star:  
Volunteer Spotlight on Jodi Bridge

22 unique  
volunteer groups 

with 389 volunteers, 
contributed 37 volunteer days, 

and over 1,600 hours

227 individual 
volunteers 

rolled up their sleeves  
and dedicated their time  

to our organization

This year at The Darling Home for Kids we 

welcomed 76 new faces to our volunteer 

team. One of those faces was Jodi Bridge 

whose connection to the Home started 

when she volunteered with her company, 

Hoffmann-La Roche Limited, for a 

corporate volunteer day. This day planted a 

seed in Jodi, a desire to get further involved 

with our Home. 

Around the time she decided to get 

involved, our Catch-the-Ace fundraising 

initiative was taking off and Jodi was 

more than willing to lend a hand! What 

started as a bi-weekly Thursday evening 

commitment quickly turned into more 

when she joined our Wheels Event 

Committee and later came on board for our 

Gala Event Committee too. Jodi put her 

heart into assisting in the planning stages 

of these events and also saw the events to 

completion by ensuring she was present 

and dedicated to helping on the day of both 

our Wheels and Gala. If that commitment 

and dedication was not enough, Jodi also 

assisted with the planting of our Butterfly 

Memorial Garden (in the pouring rain!) and 

spent the day volunteering at our fall open 

house last year. 

More than simply the sheer amount of time 

Jodi has given the Home over the past year 

is her heart, enthusiasm and desire. As we 

contemplated which of our 77 new faces to 

present our Rising Star Award to this year, 

Jodi was a person on our radar. This award 

recognizes a new volunteer who has truly 

made a difference in the lives of children 

and families at The Darling Home for Kids.  

This volunteer shows remarkable promise 

and has given tirelessly of themselves over 

the past year to help enrich the lives of 

others – this is Jodi! Always asking “how 

can I help?” Always willing to do more, and 

always open to sharing the Home with 

others. We could not be more pleased to be 

celebrating and honouring Jodi Bridge this 

year. Thank you Jodi for getting involved 

with us and for truly shining!



Thank you to 
our Generous 
Sponsors!

www.darlinghomeforkids.ca 

19th Annual Comfort & Joy 
Gala Raises $150,000
What a memorable evening! The beautiful 
and historic Gambrel Barn and Country 
Heritage Park was the perfect setting for 
Pearls n’ Plaid, in celebration of Canada’s 
150th and all things Canadian. We are 
pleased to announce our event raised a 
net amount of $150,000! 

The Comfort & Joy Gala is the charity’s 
single largest fundraising event of the year. 
For 19 years it has been the cornerstone 
upon which The Darling Home for Kids was 
built and continues to operate, and to date, 
it has generated over $2.75 million.

Surprisingly there was more Plaid than 
Pearls at the event! Guests sipped on 
specialty cocktails, perused the tempting  
silent auction tables and purchased swag 
bags. Raffle tickets were also sold to raise  

Pearls n’ Plaid

essential funds  
for our therapeutic  
programs, and we congratulate our three 
winners who took home some amazing 
prizes - Debbie Anger, Adele Cosco, and 
Margaret Elliott. The night started out with 
the Milton Show Choir singing O’ Canada 
as an RCMP officer saluted the flag. Then 
guests sat down to enjoy a delicious menu 
prepared with ingredients from across the 
country. Following inspirational comments 
from one of our families – the adorable 
Cristiano and his parents – the live auction 
completed the fundraising portion of the 
event with unique offerings including 
private catered dinners in your home, a 
private film screening party for 25 people 
at Film.ca and a trip for two to anywhere in 
Canada courtesy of Air Canada! After the 
auction, The Doubts took to the stage and 
had the crowd dancing long into the night.

Presenting Sponsor

Bid for Good Sponsor

Guest Gift Sponsor

Photo Booth Sponsor

Registration Sponsor

Entertainment Sponsor

Candy Bar Sponsor

Centrepiece Sponsor

Print Partner

Volunteer Sponsor

Swag Bag Sponsor

Cocktail Reception 
Sponsor

VIP Reception Sponsor

Coat Check Sponsor

Design Partner

Media Partner

The Henslow-Brown 
Foundation 

The Petrus Fund
(a fund held within the 
Oakville Community 

Foundation)

Walkers Medical 
Pharmacy 

Rexall  
Pharma Plus 

Heritage Place 

The Darling/Eagen 
Family 

“I have attended galas over  
the years and The Darling Home 

for Kids Gala tops them all for 
attention to detail, content, fun, 

class and heart! It is an exceptional 
experience worthy of your support.” 

–Maureen and Bob Lush

Upcoming 
Events 

Sunday, June 24th, 2018 
Mattamy National Cycling Centre, Milton 

www.ridewithwheels.ca
Enjoy the scenic views of the  

Niagara Escarpment, cycle for  
the cause, competition and  

physical challenge.

Thursday, October 25th, 2018 
St. Joseph’s Banquet & Conference 

Centre, Oakville 
www.darlinghomeforkids.ca/gala

Guests will be transported back in time 
with the glitz and glam of the Roaring 

Twenties. Join us for our milestone  
20th Annual Comfort &  

Joy Gala!

Tuesday, July 24th, 2018 
Glencairn Golf Club, Milton 

www.darlinghomeforkids.ca/golf
Take a trip to Scotland on this links  
style course. Every drive, putt and 

mulligan supports children and  
families in our community!

21st Annual

GOLF CLASSIC



q  I consent to receive electronic mail 
correspondence from The Darling  
Home for Kids.

q  Do not mail me newsletters,  
promotions, reports or updates.

Donations of $15.00 or more will receive 
a Charitable Tax Receipt. 

Mail completed forms to: 
The Darling Home for Kids 
5657 15th Side Road, 
Milton, Ontario L9E 0C8

Donation Amount
q  $250        q  $100        q  $50        q  Other $_________

Donation Type
q  One-Time        q  Monthly

Payment Details
q  I am enclosing a cheque, payable to               q  Please charge my 

Card Number: ____________________________________________________________ Expiry:________________________

Cardholder Signature:____________________________________________________CVV:________________________

Contact Information q This donation is ANONYMOUS.

Name (Mr./Mrs./Ms./Dr.):_________________________________________________________________________________

Company (if applicable):____________________________________________________________________________________

Address:___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone:________________________________________ E-Mail:________________________________________________

DONATE TODAY!
www.darlinghomeforkids.ca/donate

1-877-406-7673

www.darlinghomeforkids.ca 

I want to make 
a donation to

YES!

The Darling Home for Kids                              q  MasterCard       q  Visa       q  American Express

CHARITABLE  REGISTRATION  NUMBER: 888524840RR0001

Family photo albums and family portraits 
on the wall are some of our most important 
keepsakes. Like memories and stories, they 
are a part of our legacy. We hold them close, 
and when shared with those we love, they too 
can feel a glimmer of the joy we felt when we 
reflect on those special moments in time.

Help Portrait is a global movement of 
photographers, hairstylists and makeup 
artists using their time, tools and expertise 
to give back to those in need by providing 
people, who otherwise might not have the 
chance, an opportunity to capture a moment, 
a memory…and a whole lot more.

Every November since 2011, they have 
generously collaborated with The Darling 
Home for Kids to host a portrait day for our 
children and their families – an event our 
families look forward to each and every year. 
For some of our families, it is the only family 
photos that they have. In addition to providing 
families with professional quality portraits 
to display proudly in their homes, Help 
Portrait also grants the Home use of their 
photos in our marketing and communications 
materials. You would be hard-pressed to look 
at any of our newsletters, brochures, and 
annual reports without seeing a photo that a 
photographer from Help Portrait captured - 
including the front cover of this newsletter.

Our heartfelt thanks to Help Portrait for their 
continued support in providing this special 
day each year and capturing these moments 
in time for our families.

Capturing Moments in Time 
Recognizing the Efforts of Help Portrait

Ambassador Patron  
($250,000 - $499,999)
The Rogers Family

Founding Patrons  
($100,000 - $249,999)
David Bowker and Blythe Ward
The Rogers Foundation

Leaders ($50,000 - $99,999)
Bryan and Anne Marshall
Susan Roth and The Henslow-

Brown Foundation

Benefactors ($25,000 - $49,999)
David Gallinger
NAK Design Strategies Inc.
Newman’s Own Foundation
Regional Municipality of Halton
Sargent Farms Ltd.
Tandia Financial Credit Union

Builders ($10,000 - $24,999)
100 Guys Who Care Oakville
Francesco and Nisha Cairo
Greg and Diana Christie
Civitan Club of Oakville
Modatek Systems
Moens Pedersen and Sue Simone
Daryl and Carolyn Potter
Glen and Alaina Tennison
Truck Town Service Inc.

Changes to Our 
Donor Wall
The following organizations and 
individuals are Major Donors  
who, through their giving this  
past year, have been added or 
elevated to another category on 
our Major Donor Wall.
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Top 5 Reasons YOU  
Made Us Smile This Year

Guardian

Michele S. Darling & her family, 

Michael, Daniel and Ryan Eagen

Distinguished Patron

PCL Constructors Canada Inc.

Ambassador Patrons

Monte Carlo Hotel Motel 

Innternational

The Rogers Family

Founding Patrons

Adelt Mechanical Works Ltd.

Christian’s Dream Foundation

Closing the Gap Healthcare Group

CV Technologies – COLD fX®

David Bowker and Blythe Ward

Dr. Jay Charitable Foundation

Hershey Canada Inc.

HOK Canada Urbana Architects Inc.

Labatt Breweries of Canada

The Longo’s Family Charitable 

Foundation

Mackenzie Investments

Barbara and William MacLean

Mattamy Homes

Novus Canada

The Ontario Trillium Foundation

The Rogers Foundation

Rotary Clubs of Ontario 

UPS Canada

The Max Ward Family

West Mall Oldtimers

Anonymous

Our Patrons
Thank you to our generous 
Patrons whose support is 
instrumental in enabling us to be 
an oasis of comfort and joy for our 
children and families.

1. 
With your generosity, 

WenJing joined our 
residential program in 

May 2017, and has a new 
place to call Home.  

3. 
Thanks to amazing volunteer 

efforts, we were able to complete 
a nature trail surrounding the 

Home, providing additional 
therapeutic space for our  

children to explore.

2. 
Our children have a new 
set of Wheels! Because 
of you, our cycling event 

was a success, enabling us 
to purchase a wheelchair 

accessible van. 

5. 
The bright red doors of our  

Home welcomed the community 
as we participated in Doors  

Open Halton last October to 
spread awareness about our 

organization and showcase our 
state-of-the-art facility. 

4. 
A memorial butterfly garden  
was created and we held an 

inaugural Celebration of Life 
ceremony for children who have 

passed away. Your support  
helped us honour and remember 

these remarkable children. 

Stay connected with  
The Darling Home for  
Kids by following us on 
social media!

@thedarlinghome4kids

facebook.com/darlinghomeforkids

@darlinghome4kid

Are You in the Know?  


