Darling Home wing named after late Lauren Cooper. 

Eighteen-year-old struck by car near her rural home.
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Eighteen-year-old Lauren Cooper loved kids. 

She worked at a daycare in Georgetown when her life was cut tragically short, and was known to spend time drawing with the kids and doing the little girls’ hair.

Now, three years after her death, she’d be overjoyed to have her name attached to a place that brings life and happiness to sick children, said her father, Stuart Cooper, standing amidst construction at Milton’s Darling Home for Kids and struggling to remain composed.

“She had an unwavering love for children,” he said at a recent dedication ceremony, adding, “She’d be so deeply honoured.”

The emotional ceremony was held to dedicate the new Lauren Beth Cooper Respite Wing of the Darling Home for Kids, thanks to a $100,000 donation in her memory from local business partners Connie Clerici and Jennifer Cummings.

Standing beside his wife, Deborah, Stuart said the couple is proud to be part of The Darling Home and added this could be a chance for people who didn’t know Lauren to get to know her through one of her passions — children.

The Darling Home for Kids — which is nestled in a wooded area at the top of a winding driveway off No. 15 Sideroad — provides respite and palliative care to kids with life threatening or life limiting illnesses and their families, giving a much needed break to parents caring for a chronically ill child.

The home serves families across Halton and surrounding communities.

The new wing, which is expected to open in September, will house three additional bedrooms with two beds in each to bring the total number of beds from six to 12, which will no doubt help shorten waiting lists.

Clerici, a board member of The Darling Home and a Campbellville resident who lives around the corner from the Cooper family, said she felt honoured to be able to do this with Cummings for the Coopers.

“My children love Lauren and I know every other kid in the community does,” she said, choking back tears. “The Coopers have been through so much trauma. It’s nice for them to have something substantial to carry on the legacy of their beautiful daughter.”

Behind Clerici was propped a framed photo of the pretty, blond-haired Lauren smiling at the camera.

Lauren, a student at Milton District High School, was fatally struck by a vehicle while Rollerblading near her Second Line home in July of 2006.

“I really hope this gives you something to hang onto in memory of your beautiful little daughter,” said Clerici, a nurse and founder of Closing the Gap Healthcare Group. 

The Darling Home accepts kids and teens up to 18 years old for stays up to a week long, giving parents a rest and the kids a great experience. 

A variety of therapeutic programs at the home includes recreation, music, pets and hydrotherapy.

Clerici’s and Cummings’ generosity means The Darling Home is now in the final stretch of fundraising for its $3 million capital campaign for its Phase 2 expansion project, which in addition to the new wing includes the creation of a family room, a multi-purpose room, an expanded kitchen and a multi-sensory therapy room.

But there’s still $500,000 left to raise.

Enter the Build a Wall Challenge, which was launched at the dedication.

Through the challenge, which will continue until the fall, community members and businesses can raise money and collect sponsors to purchase “bricks” at a cost of $25 each or three for $50. A gift of $100 purchases five bricks and mortar, and $250 buys 15 bricks and mortar.

On-line, residents can participate either individually or as a team, creating donation web pages and fundraising.

Or they can simply go on-line and make a general donation toward the campaign.

There are 8,400 bricks available for purchase, and the goal is to raise at least $100,000.

“I hope the Milton community will embrace this as an opportunity to get involved,” said Darling Home for Kids chair Anita Boyce, adding it’s a great thing for children to do as well.

To contribute to the Build a Wall Challenge, visit http://wall.darlinghomeforkids.ca
For general information on the Darling Home for Kids, visit www.darlinghomeforkids.ca or call (905) 878-7673.
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